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Independents and Compensation. 

The meeting in Chicago last week called 
together a truly representative group of 
the Independent telephone men of the 
country, as may be judged by reference to 
the list of names of those attending. 
Their conclusions as to the basis for com- 
pensation for the use of the telephone 
properties by the government during the 
war may be said to represent fairly the 
very best opinion of the Independent in- 
dustry upon the subject. 

The railroad plan of compensation was 
fully discussed. After grave consideration 
the sentiment was quite unanimous that 
it could not be generally applied to the 
telephone companies. The telephone com- 


panies are subject to many conditions 
which do not apply to the railroad situa- 
tion and it was felt that the telephone 
companies to which the railroad plan of 
compensation could be applied would be 
the exceptions rather than the general 
rule. 

The statement which was prepared at 
the conference of Class A telephone com- 
panies in Washington, August 5 and 6, 


was very carefully considered. Some 
changes and additions were finally de- 
cided upon in this statement and it is to 
be presented to the governmental authori- 
ties as setting forth fairly the opinion of 
in the 


matter of compensation for the use of 


Independent telephone industry 
Independent properties during the period 
of governmental control. It is believed 
that there will be practically no company 


which will not be fully protected by the 


basis of compensation which is favored. 

It must be remembered that the govern- 
ment is, in a way, renting the telephone 
properties of the country and that the 
cwners are to receive remuneration from 
The 


various conditions which should be con- 


it for the use of their properties. 


sidered in deciding upon the exact sum to 
be paid the telephone owners are set forth 
in the statement adopted at the Chicago 
meeting. The amount will have to be de- 
termined by agreement with each indi- 
vidual company. 

It will be observed that mention is made 
of rate increase and rate applications filed 
prior to August 1, 1918. Naturally as the 
government since the first of August is 
the recipient of all revenues, the owners 
of the telephone company are not inter- 
ested in any rate increases which may be 
applied for after August 1. 

The owners are to receive a certain sum 
from the government for the use of their 
properties and that sum, of course, is in- 
dependent of whatever rates may be 
charged by the government for telephone 
service. Of course, if telephone rates are 
raised during the period of governmental 
control and operation, the precedent of 
the higher rates will accrue to the ad- 
vantage of the telephone owners when 
their properties are 


again restored to 


them. In other words, if the government 
raises the rates during its period of con- 
trol and operation, the telephone company 
owners would naturally continue opera- 
tion at the higher rates when the proper- 


ties are returned to them. 


The spirit manifested at the meeting 
was one of great earnestness and through- 
out all the discussions the predominant 
idea was to co-operate with the govern- 
ment in every possible way so long as 
such co-operation means the winning of 


the war. 


In Union Is Strength, 


If owners of securities of telephone 


companies had a national organization, 
whose purpose was to protect and main- 
tain their income from such securities, 


they would be in a better position to 
safeguard their interests just now. 
Such an association, representing thou- 
sands of investors, could make a united 
that 


would be more effective than if exerted 


effort to protect their investment 


by individuals. It is not too late for the 
formation of such an organization, and 
the subject deserves serious consideration 
by men heavily invested in the telephone 
industry. 

Holders of railway stocks and railway 
bonds have such an association and have 
found it very useful in the dealings with 
the government regarding the compensa- 
When the 


railroad administration presented a con- 


tion for use of the roads. 
tract providing the terms of compensa- 
tion, the Association fo Railway Securi- 
best of 


ty Owners retained the 


legal 
The 


satisfactory, and the 


counsel to look after its interests. 


contract was not 
matter is still pending. 
There is no doubt that railway invest- 


ors will obtain better terms from the gov- 





10 


ernment than they could possibly have 
secured without an organization to speak 
for them. 

3oth 
stocks have reflected the fear that the 


telegraph and Bell telephone 
compensation given the companies might 
not be justly a continuation of the re- 
turn the investors have been receiving 
under private operation. These investors 
have manifested a feeling of worry and 
uncertainty and have been selling their 
holdings and depressing the market. 
The government has said: “Regular 
dividends heretofore declared, and ma- 


turing interest on bonds, debentures and 
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cther obligations, may be paid in due 
course unless otherwise ordered by the 
Postmaster-General.” 

This is only partly reassuring, and ap- 
parently holders of Bell stock contem- 
plate the possibility of the Postmaster- 
General ordering a change, for they have 
been selling more freely than ordinarily. 
As a consequence A. T. & T. stock is well 
down in the 90's. 

Investors in locally-owned companies, 
having more intimate acquaintance with 
their values, are not the victims of such 
a fear, at least not to such a degree. It 


would seem, however, a wise move to 
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form an association of telephone invest- 
ors—owners of telegraph securities might 
also be included—that could take definite 
and prompt action if events warranted it. 

The value of organization was never 
so completely demonstrated as has been 
shown by the effective work performed 
by the United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association since the government 
decided to take over the wires. Both in 
Washington, and at the Chicago meeting, 
the Association has proved a benefit that 
cannot be overestimated. 

“In union there is strength” is a saying 


whose truth has been firmly established. 


Decide Upon Compensation Basis 


Representatives of Independent Companies Meet in Chicago and Discuss 


Basis 


of Compensation for Use of Their Properties by Government 


During Control Period—Ideas Which Will Be Presented to Government 


Last week, Friday and _ Saturday, 
August 16 and 17, Independent telephone 
men from every part of the country thor- 
cughly considered the matter of a_ basis 
of compensation for the use of their 
properties by the government during the 
period of the war. The railroad’s plan 
of compensation was discussed and it 
was finally decided that the general plan 
of compensation to the railroads on a 
basis of pre-war earnings for a_ three- 
year period cannot be generally applied 
justly and equitably to the Independent 
telephone industry. 

As a basis for discussion, the state- 
ment adopted at the conference of rep- 
resentatives of Class A companies in 
Washington, August 5 and 6, was pre- 
sented. The two sessions on _ Friday 
were devoted to discussions and sugges- 
tions and late Friday afternoon the mat- 
ter of drawing up a basis of compensa- 
tion was referred to the board of di- 
rectors with instructions to report on 
Saturday morning. 

At the Saturday morning session the 
Loard of directors presented the follow- 
ing report to the meeting which was 
based upon the suggestions expressed at 
the Friday sessions: 

Report Adopted by Association. 

“At a meeting of the board of di- 
rectors of the United States Independent 
Telephone Association, held in Chicago, 
Ill.,- August 16 and 17, 1918, pursuant to 
an inquiry of the Postmaster-General 
concerning the question of compensation 
during the period of possession, control 
and operation of the telephone companies 
by the Federal government, after a con- 
ference with managers of operating 


By Stanley R. Edwards 


companies from all sections of the coun- 
try, the directors, as such, expressed the 
following opinion: 

Opinion As to Compensation. 

“It is the desire of the Independent 
telephone companies to co-operate in all 
plans of control adopted by the Federal 
government. 


It is believed that the general plan of 
compensation to the railroads on a basis 
of pre-war earnings for a _ three-year 
period cannot be generally applied justly 
and equitably to the Independent tele- 
phone industry. 

‘Just Compensation’ as set forth in the 
law authorizing the taking possession and 
control of telephone properties by the 
government includes provision for suit- 
able upkeep of the properties, fair re- 
turn on the rental-value of the property 
and business during the period of gov- 
ernment control, and full compensation 
for any impzirment of the property and 
business when returned to the owner. 
Such a definition of the term ‘just com- 
pensation’ would seem to cover the fol- 
lowing situations and conditions: 

1. Such cash on hand and bills and 
accounts receivable, equivalent to cash, 
as taken by the government are in the 
nature of a loan of such sums to the 
government on the first day of August, 
1918. . 

2. All supplies and material taken by 
government should not be regarded as 
rental property but as property pur- 
chased, and its fair value on August 1, 
1918, should be paid by the government 
to the company as of that date. 

3. The operating properties of the sys- 
tems taken over should be considered un- 


der the following classification, and an 
allowance in compensation made for the 
rental-values shown to exist in the vari- 
ous properties of those classes on the 
first day of August, 1918: 

(a). Where expenditures for additions, 
improvements and equipment are not 
fully reflected in the operating income of 


the three-year period or a_ substantial 
portion thereof. 
(b). Where -competitive conditions 


have been eliminated by consolidations, 
exchange of property or other readjust- 
ments. 

(c). Where some companies have been 


_ subject to undeveloped or abnormal con- 


ditions such as unusual storms and 
weather conditions; or conditions created 
by military or other governmental activ- 
ities which cannot be reflected in a con- 
tinuous or increasing volume of profit- 
able business; or all other exceptional 
conditions not herein expressed. 

(d). Where rate increases have recent- 
ly been granted or become effective. 

(e). Where prior to August 1, 1918, 
application for rate increases have been 
made and subsequently thereto such in- 
creases or any part thereof, have been 
or may be allowed and shall become ef- 
fective. 

(f). Where properties have recently 
been placed in operation or have been 
under a receivership or reorganization 
and there has not been time or oppor- 
tunity to develop the earnings from the 
property, the fair rental-value as of 


August 1, 1918, should be based on ap- 
praisal. 

4. A considerable number of the In- 
dependent telephone companies operate 
under conditions such that the general 
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rule of compensation provided in the 
railroad act of March 21, 1918, could, to 
them be fairly applied insofar as it pro- 
vides that there be paid a rental equiva- 
lent to the average annual operating in- 
come for a three-year period, which 
three-year period, as applied to tele- 
phone companies, should end December 
Si. 1917. 

5. The rental due all telephone com- 
panies shall be paid in quarterly install- 
ments in cash from which there shall be 
no deductions. 

6. The present 
tenance and earning capacity of the prop- 
erty shall be maintained throughout the 
period of governmental control and the 
property and business shall be returned 
tc the owner. without impairment. In 
case of impairment or depreciation in 
value of such property and business dur- 
ing governmental control, the owner 
should receive just and fair compensa- 
tion for such impairment or depreciation. 


standard of main- 


7. For the purpose of measuring com- 
pensation and for comparative purposes 
before and after the period of govern- 
mental control, the system of accounts 
prescribed by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission for telephone companies 
should be adopted.” 

It is believed that this statement which 
is to be presented to Postmaster-General 
Burleson and the telegraph and _tele- 
phone committee, embodies the various 
conditions which prevail in the Indepen- 
dent field and if favorably received by 
the government, will fully protect every 
telephone company in its subsequent deal- 
ings in setting the compensation for the 
use of its properties. 


The First Session. 

There were about 200 present when 
President G. W. Robinson, of St. Paul, 
Minn., called the meeting to order about 
11 o'clock Friday morning. Mr. Robin- 
son. briefly outlined the events which 
lead up to the calling of a meeting of the 
members of the association so soon after 
the national convention. 


Compensation, stated President Robin- 
son, was the first question brought up at 
conferences between association officers 
and Postmaster-General Burleson. There 
was considerable difference of opinion 
expressed on the subjects and Mr. Burle- 
son finally asked the association officers 
to ascertain the opinion of the field as 
to a fair basis of compensation, and if 
the railroad compensation act would be 
satisfactory. 

Harold L_ Beyer, chairman of the 
finance committee of the- association, 
spoke of the need of the industry for the 
association at this time. He called upon 
non-members to join and thus increase 
its financial resources. He also urged 
companies which are not contributing to 
make contributions to the support of the 
association and that contributing com- 
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panies increase the amount which they 
have pledged. 

He pointed out that inasmuch as Post- 
master-General Burleson has been deal- 
ing with the association and seems in- 
clined to rely upon it for ascertaining 
the opinions of the Independent field, 
the association activities undoubtedly 
will be continued. 

F. B. MacKinnon, Washington, D. C., 
who acted as secretary of the meeting, 
read a telegram from Postmaster-General 
3urleson stating that sickness of mem- 
bers of the telegraph and telephone com- 
mittee prevented the presence of a rep- 
resentative of the committee. 

Statement of Class A Companies. 

Mr. MacKinnon then read the follow- 
ing statement which was drawn up by 
representatives of the Class A companies 
at the conference in Washington: 

“At a meeting of the Class A Inde- 
pendent companies held in 
Washington, D. C., August 5 and 6, the 
following statement was adopted with 
the recommendation that the board of di- 
rectors of the United States Independent 
Telephone Association give the statement 
consideration at an early date: 

It is the desire of the Independent tele- 
phone companies to co-operate in all 
plans of control adopted by the Federal 
government. 


telephone 


It is believed that the general plan of 
compensation to the railroads on a basis 
of pre-war earnings for a _ three-year 
period cannot be generally applied justly 
and equitably to the Independent tele- 
phone industry. 

‘Just Compensation’ as set forth in the 
law authorizing the taking possession 
and control of telephone properties by 
the government includes provision for 
suitable upkeep of the properties, a fair 
return on the rental-value of the prop- 
erty and business during the period of 
government control and full compensa- 
tion for any impairment of the property 
and business when returned to the own- 
er.’ Such a definition of the term ‘just 
compensation’ would seem to cover the 
following situations and conditions: 

1. Such cash on hand and bills and 
accounts receivable, equivalent to cash, 
as taken by the government are in the 
uature of a loan of such sums to the 
government on the first day of August, 
7918. 

2. All supplies and material taken by 
the government should not be regarded 
as rental property but as property pur- 
chased, and its fair value on August 1, 
1918, should be paid by the government 
to the company as of that date. 

‘3. The operating properties of the sys- 
tems taken over should be considered un- 
der the following classification, and an 
allowance in compensation made for the 
rental values shown to exist in the vari- 
cus properties of those classes on the 
first day of August, 1918: 


ll 


(a). Where 
additions, 


recent expenditures for 


improvements and equipment 
wre not fully reflected in the operating 
income of the three-year 
substantial portion thereof. 

(b). Where 


have heen 


period or a 
competitive conditions 
eliminated by consolidations, 
exchange of property or other readjust- 
ments. 

(c). Where some companies have been 
subject to undeveloped or abnormal con 
ditions such as unusual storms and 
weather conditions, or conditions created 
by military or other government activi 
ties which cannot be reflected in a con- 
tinuous or increasing volume of profit- 
able business. 

(d). Where 
cently been granted or become effective. 

(e). Where prior to August 1, 1918, 


applications for rate increases have been 


rates increases have re 


made and subsequently such increases or 
any part thereof have been allowed and 
shall become effective. 

(f). Where properties have 
been placed in operation or have been un- 


recently 


der a receivership or reorganization and 
there has not been time or opportunity 
to develop the earnings from the prop- 
erty, the fair rental-value as of August 
1, 1918, should be based on appraisal. 

4. A considerable 
dependent telephone 
under conditions that the 
rule of provided in the 
railroad act of March 21, 1918, could to 
them be fairly applied insofar as it pro- 
vides that there be paid a rental equiva- 
lent to the average annual operating in- 
come for 


number of the In- 
companies operate 
such general 


compensation 


a three-year period, which 
three-year period as applied to telephone 
companies, should end December 31, 1917. 

5. The rental due all telephone com- 
panies shall be paid in quarterly install- 
ments in cash from which there shall be 
no deductions. 

6. The present standard of maintenance 
and earning capacity of the property shall 
be maintained throughout the 
period and the property and 
shall be returned to the lessor without 
impairment. In case of impairment or 
depreciation in value of such property 
and business during government control 
the owner should receive just and fair 
compensation for such impairment or de- 
preciation.” 


rental 
business 


Discussion of Statement. 
Senator O. F. Berry, of Carthage, III, 
questioned the meaning of the wording 
in the fourth paragraph relating to just 


compensation, “fair return on_ rental 
value.” 
H. Linton Reber, of St. Louis, Mo., 


explained that the use of the words “ren- 
tal value” was intended to cover the con- 
ditions which would be considered in 
renting any property. He stated that the 
only compensation which the companies 
would receive for the use of their prop- 
erties by the government is a_ rental 








12 


value as the government takes control 
but not title of the property. 

A. F. Adams, of Kansas City, Mo., sup- 
plemented Mr. Reber’s explanation of 
rental value and stated that its use had 
keen very carefully considered. Mr. 
Berry then stated that he agreed with 
Mr. Adams as to the idea but objected 
to the phraseology. 

W. H. Bryant, of Mobile, Ala. ex- 
pressed the opinion that no general policy 
could cover the conditions and that each 
situation would have to be analyzed lo- 
cally and a fair return determined. He 
cited the case of Mobile where in Janu- 
ary, 1914, rates had been increased. The 
revenue cf the company showed an in- 
crease under the new rates until July, 
1914, when the war broke out. 

Mobile, being a shipping port, imme- 
diately felt the effects of the war and 
hoth telephone companies lost a number 
of subscribers and revenues were de- 
creased accordingly. With the entrance 
of this country into war in April of last 
year, shipping activities were resumed at 
Mobile and the telephone companies 
shared in the prosperity of the city. 


L. E. Hurtz, of Lincoln, Neb., asked 
for information about the railroad plan 
of compensation. 


L. C. Griffitts, of Seymour, Ind., 
pointed out that some companies are a 
liability and not an asset, while Perry C. 
Holdoegel, of Rockwell City, Iowa, 
brought up the matter of franchise rates. 
He referred to changed conditions since 
the franchise rates were established so 
that many companies are not now a pay- 
ing proposition. 

C. Y. McVey, of Columbus, Ohio, ex- 
pressed the opinion that the government 
is not going to “pull chestnuts out of the 
fire’ for the companies. If the owners 
could not make a property pay, he does 
not believe the government intends to 
make money for the company. Companies 
should not ask it of the government and 
the latter probably will not do it anyway. 

Vice-President MacKinnon then read 
the railroad compensation act and parts 
of the railroad contract relating to com- 
pensation. The part of the railroad act 
relating to compensation is as follows: 


Railroad Compensation Act. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President, having in time of war tak- 
en over the possession. use, control, and 
operation (called herein Federal con- 
trol) of certain railroads and systems 
of transportation (called herein carriers) 
is hereby authorized to agree with and to 
guarantee to any such carrier making 
operating returns to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, that during the period 
of such Federal control it shall receive 
as just compensation an annual sum, 
payable from time to time in reasonable 
installments, for each year and pro rata 
for any fractional year of such Federal 
control, not exceeding a sum equivalent 
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as nearly as may be to its average annual 
railway operating income for the three 
years ended June 30, 1917. 

That any railway operating income ac- 
cruing during the period of Federal con- 
trol in-excess of such just compensation 
shall remain the property of the United 
States. In the computation of such in- 
come, debits and credits arising from the 
accounts called in the monthly reports to 
the Interstate Commerce Commission 
equipment rents and joint facility rents 
shall be included, but debits and credits 
arising from the operation of such street 
electric passenger railways, including 
railways commonly called interurbans, as 
are at the time of the agreement not un- 
der Federal control, shall be excluded. 
If any lines were acquired by, leased to, 
or consolidated with such railroad or 
system between July 1, 1914, and Decem- 
ber 31, 1917, both inclusive, and separate 
operating returns to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission were not made for 
such lines after such acquisition, lease, or 
consolidation, there shall (before the 
average is computed) be added to the 
total railway operating income of such 
railroad or system for the three years 
ended June 30, 1917, the total railway op- 
erating income of the lines so acquired, 
leased, or consolidated for the period be- 
ginning July 1, 1914, and ending on the 
date of such acquisition, lease, or consoli- 
dation, or on December 31, 1917, which- 
ever is the earlier. The average annual 
railway operating income shall be ascer- 
tained by the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission and certified by it to the Presi- 
dent. Its certificate shall, for the pur- 
pose of such agreement, be taken as con- 
clusive of the amount of such average 
annual railway operating income. 

Every such agreement shall provide 
that any Federal taxes under the act of 
October 3, 1917, or acts in addition there- 
to or in amendment thereof, commonly 
called war taxes, assessed for the period 
of Federal control beginning January 1, 
1918, or any part of such period, shall be 
paid by the carrier out of its own funds, 
or shall be charged against or deducted 
from the just compensation; that other 
taxes assessed under Federal or any oth- 
er government authority for the period of 
Federal control or any part thereof, eith- 
er on the property used under such Fed- 
eral control or on the right to operate as 
a carrier, or on the revenues or any part 
thereof derived from operation (not in- 
cluding, however, assessments for public 
improvements or taxes assessed on prop- 
erty under construction, and chargeable 
under the classification of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission to invest in road 
and equipment), shall be paid out of rev- 
enues derived from railway operations 
while under Federal control; that all 
taxes assessed under Federal or any oth- 
er government authority for the period 
prior to January 1, 1918, whenever levied 
or payable, shall be paid by the carrier 
out of its own funds, or shall be charged 
against or deducted from the just com- 
pensation. 

Every such agreement shall also con- 
tain adequate and appropriate provisions 
for the maintenance, repair, renewals, 
and depreciation of the property, for the 
creation of any reserves or reserve funds 
found necessary in connection therewith, 
and for such accounting and adjustments 
of charges and payments, both during 
and at the end of Federal control as may 
be requisite in order that the property of 
each carrier may be returned to it in sub- 
stantially as good repair and in substan- 
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tially as complete equipment as it was in 
the beginning of Federal control, and al- 
so that the United States may, by deduc- 
tions from the compensations or by other 
proper means and charges, be reimbursed 
for the cost of any additions, repairs, re- 
newals and betterments to such property 
not justly chargeable to the United 
States; in making such accounting and 
adjustments, due consideration shall be 
given to the amounts expended or re- 
served by each carrier for maintenance, 
repairs, renewals and depreciation dur- 
ing the three years ended June 30, 1917, 
to the condition of the property at the 
beginning and at the end of Federal con- 
trol, and to any other pertinent facts and 
circumstances. 

The President is further authorized in 
such agreement to make all other reason- 
able Provisions, not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act or of the act en- 
titled “An act making appropriations for 
the support of the army for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1917, and for other 
purposes,” approved August 29, 1916, that 
he may deem necessary or proper for such 
Federal control or for the determination 
of the mutual rights and obligations of 
the parties to the agreement arising from 
or out of such federal control. 

If the President shall find that the con- 
dition of any carrier was during all or 
a substantial portion of the period of 
three years ended June 30, 1917, because 
of non-operation, receivership, or where 
recent expenditures for additions or im- 
provements or equipment were not fully 
reflected in the operating railway income 
of said three years or a substantial por- 
tion thereof, or because of any undevel- 
oped or abnormal conditions, so excep- 
tional as to make the basis of earnings 
hereinabove provided for plainly inequi- 
table as a fair measure of just compensa- 
tion, then the President may make with 
such carrier such agreement for such 
amount as just compensation as under the 
circumstances of the particular case -he 
shall find just. 


Discussion of Railroad Act. 
There was considerable discussion of 
the railroad’s plan of compensation 
which was participated in by H. P. Fol- 
som, Circleville, Ohio; D. M. Neill, Red 
Wing, Minn.; Samuel Tomlinson, Plym- 


outh, Ind.; L. C. Griffitts, Seymour, 
Ind.; A. F. Adams, of Kansas City, Mo., 
and J. C. Sullivan, of Creston, Iowa. 


Some favored the acceptance of the rail- 
road act while others opposed it. 

Mr. Adams outlined a number of ob- 
jections to the railroad act and stated 
that the government has prepared a con- 
tract to meet general conditions. He 
expressed the opinion that three-year 
earnings could not be applied to tele- 
phone companies and defined exceptions. 

Adjournment was taken at 1:15 p. m. 
until 2:30. 


Friday Afternoon Session. 

Upon the opening of the afternoon 
session, Judge N. G. Hunter, of Wabash, 
Ind., presented President George W. 
Robinson with a bouquet of American 
beauty roses in honor of the 50th anni- 
versary of his birth. Mr. Robinson, al- 


though taken by surprise, appropriately 
(Continued on page 28) 





Government Issues First Orders 


All Companies Ordered to Confine Extensions and Betterments to Meet 
War Requirements and Vital Commercial Needs—Urged to Proceed with 
Plans for Consolidating and Unifying Plants Where Public Demands It 


Last week Postmaster-General Burle- 
son issued an order requiring telephone 
companies to limit their extensions and 
betterments to war requirements and 
vital commercial needs. Those com- 
panies that are operating under competi- 

















G. W. Robinson, Member of Government 
Committee on Unification and Consol- 
idation of Competing Companies. 


tive conditions are advised to consoli- 
date plants and properties where mani- 
festly desired by the public. 

Three committees were announced by 
Mr. Burleson to have charge of consoli- 
dations, to study the purchase of sup- 
plies, and to investigate the division of 
the country into districts similar to the 
railway mail service and inspectors’ divi- 
sions. 

The order which was issued under 
date of August 15 to all telephone com- 
panies, is as follows: 

“Pursuant to the authority vested in 
me by the President of the United States 
in his proclamation of July 22, 1918, you 
are notified that during the period of 
Federal control, and and until 
otherwise advised by me, all telephone 
companies operating in the United 
States are directed: 

1. To confine 
ments to 


unless 


extensions and _better- 
imperative and unavoidable 
work to meet war requirements and the 
vital commercial needs of the country. 
All companies should at once adopt and 
enforce such rules and regulations as 
inay be necessary and proper to accom- 
plish this result because of the difficul- 
ties, incident to war conditions, of se- 


curing adequate supplies, labor and 


transportation. 

2. To proceed as expeditiously as pos- 
sible with the plans heretofore instituted 
for consolidating and unifying the tele- 
phone plants and properties. Plans for 
consolidating the plants and properties 
where consolidation is manifestly de- 
sired by the public, where it can be ef- 
fected on fair terms and in accordance 
with the law, should be formulated as 
soon as practicable and submitted to this 
department. 


3. Whenever two telephone systems are 
cperating in the same area, the manage- 
ments concerned should co-operate in 
making extensions and betterments, in 
order that unification and the elimination 
of waste in money, man-power and ma- 
terials may be brought about as expedi- 
tiously as possible, in an orderly way, 
and with due regard to the rights of the 
owners of the properties and the con- 
venience of the public. 

4. This order is not intended to direct 
any action, course or policy which in the 
judgment of the owners of any property 
involved, will result in damage or injury 
to their business or property. In any 
case of contemplated action hereunder, 
where, in the judgment of the owners 
damage or injury will result, the com- 
pany in interest, before acting, will bring 
the matter to the attention of the depart- 
ment, and await further instructions. 


Nathan C. Kingsbury, vice-president, 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co., 


and George W. Robinson, president, Tri- 
State Telephone & Telegraph Co., are de- 
signated by me for the purpose of making 
the necessary investigations, conducting 
negotiations and arriving at agreements 
for the unification and consolidation of 
the various telephone companies operat- 
ting in the same communities within the 
United States. Any agreements result- 
ing from these negotiations will be sub- 
mitted to the 
final approval. 

Jamees I. Blakslee, fourth assistant 
postmaster-general, James A. Edgerton, 
purchasing agent, and Ruskin McArdle, 
chief clerk, post office department, are 
appointed a committee to study the ques- 
tion of the purchase of supplies for the 
telegraph and telephone systems and how 
the cost of such supplies compares with 
the list of the general supply committee, 
also with the schedules for the postal 
service. 

Otto Preager, second assistant post- 
master-general, George M. Sutton, chief 
post office inspector, and Marvin M. Mc- 
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Postmaster-General for 


Lean, superintendent division of dead 
letters, are appointed a committee to in- 
vestigate and determine whether it would 
be practicable to divide the country into 
telephone and telegraph districts agree- 
ing with the number and territory of the 
railway mail service and inspectors’ divi- 
sions.” 


Lincoln Company Acquires Addi- 
tional Exchanges. 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has purchased the exchange at Fair- 
field, Neb., for the Fairfield Telephone 
Co. and that at Plymouth from the Plym- 
outh Telephone Co. With the addition 
of the exchange at Shickley, which had 
been held under lease by local parties, the 
company now operates 106 exchanges. 
The Fairfield exchange largely 
owned by M. L. Jones, a local jeweler, 
who had built up a considerable property 
by his own energy. He 
There are 


was 


continues as 
104 town and farm 
The Plymouth exchange 
271 connections. John Ruppel will 
be manager. These bring the total num- 


manager. 
lines connected. 


has 

















N. C. Kingsbury, Member of Government 
Committee on Unification and Consol- 
idation of Competing Companies. 


ber of telephones operated by the Lincoln 
company up to 59,092. 

The company reports a net gain since 
January 1, 1918, not 
changes purchased, of 


including the ex- 

1,702 telephones. 
July was, as usual, a poor month, and a 
loss of 34 telephones was recorded, as 
compared with 135 the preceding July. 














Central Office Ringing Equipment 


Ringing Machines and Interrupters—Their Operation—Equipment Developed 
to Signal Subscriber—Telephone Ringer and Its Operation—Praciical Expla- 
nation of Electrical Theory of Central Office Ringing—First Installment 


When the telephone became a commer- 
cial proposition an immediate requirement 
was a means of attracting the attention of 
the central office in order to place a call, 
and of attracting the attention of the de- 
sired subscriber in order to complete it. 

It was appreciated at an early stage that 
something different from an ordinary 
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Fig. 1. Forms of Ringers, 


electric bell would have to be used for 
telephone ringing purposes. There are a 
dozen reasons, and nearly all are obvious, 
why an ordinary vibrating bell relying on 
local make-and-break contacts and oper- 
ating directly from batteries, would be 
unsuitable for such use, though an excel- 
lent ringer, using direct current, has been 
on the market for several years and gives 
great satisfaction. 
later in the article. 

The ringer that was developed to meet 
the requirements of the situation, met 


It will be considered 


them so well that, save for a few minor 
modifications of construction and design, 
it is the one in general use today. Before 
discussing the various machines and de- 
vices used for the generation of ringing 
current, it might be well to devote a little 
time to the ringer itself. 

Essentially a telephone ringer consists 
of two cores of soft iron, upon which are 
wound coils of fine copper wire of a re- 
sistance varying with the use to which 
the ringer will be put. In Fig. 1-A, C and 
C” represent the two cores, Y a yoke join- 
ing them, and W and W’ the coils of wire 
wound upon the cores. 

The armature, A, is pivoted at its cen- 
ter, that it may swing towards either 
core. Attached to the yoke, and with a 
small air-gap between it and the armature, 
is bridged the permanent magnet, M. 
This induces in the cores and armature a 
magnetic condition represented by the 
dotted lines, giving both cores, say an S 
polarity, and its free end inducing an N 
polarity in the adjacent armature. Such a 
ringer is said to be “polarized.” 

When an electric current is carried 
about an iron core, it induces magnetism 


By P. A. Price 


The winding, W and |W’ of 
tne coils receives the ringing current sent 
out from the switchboard, and the passage 
of this ringing current through the coils, 
is the cause of adding to the existing mag- 
netic strength of one core, and the neu- 
tralization of the magnetic strength exist- 
ing in the other core, depending upon the 
direction of the current through the coils. 

If the ringing current is “alternating 
current,” it is made up, as we shall see 
later, of a half-wave of + current, flowing 
in one direction, and a following half- 
wave of — current, flowing in the oppo- 
site directton. 


in the core. 


The result of such a current passing 
through the magnet coils, is to add to 
the magnetism of one core, causing it to 
attract an end of the armature, and at 
the same time neutralizing the magnetism, 
or even reversing the polarity of the mag- 
netism, of the other core, causing it to 
be either indifferent to the adjacent ar- 
mature end, or else to repel it, which, 
of course, aids the other end in being 
attracted to the other core. 

As the + half-wave dies away, it is 
tollowed by the — half-wave, which is 
in the reverse direction to the first, and it 
adds to the magnetism of the other core, 
while neutralizing that of the first. As 
these half-waves of opposite polarity fol- 
low each other in regular order, the arm- 
ature ends are attracted first to one and 
then to the other core, and a to-and-fro 
motion is set up. 

The armature carries a rod, affixed to 
its center and with its free end termi- 
nating in a little metal ball, or tapper. 
This tapper moves back and forth be- 
tween two gongs, as the armature swings 
from one core to the other, and strikes 
first one gong and then the other, pro- 
ducing the familiar “ring” of a telephone 
bell. 

If, instead of alternating current we use 
“pulsating current” for ringing purposes, 
we have a different condition to meet, 
and we must modify the construction of 
the ringer to meet it. Pulsating current, 
which will also be discussed in greater 
detail, is merely current which is always 
flowing in the same direction, but is sent 
out in short waves of either + or — po- 
larity. 

In Fig. 1-B is shown a ringer adapted 
for responding to this current by means 
of the “biasing spring” P, which draws 
one end of the armature permanently to 
one core of the ringer. Outside of this, 


the ringer is the same as the polarized 
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ringer of Fig. 1-A, and the magnetic field 
is the same. When so equipped, the 
ringer is said to be “biased.” 

If we send + current pulsations into 
the winding at IV in the direction of the 
will increase the magnetic 
strength of the S end of the core, C, 
enough to overcome the pull of the 
spring, P, and draw the armature to that 
core. At the same time the other core is 
acting as the other end of a magnet, and 
has impressed N polarity on the existing 
S polarity of that core, neutralizing its 
magnetism entirely. 

The armature swings to the core C. 
The pulsation dies away at that moment, 
and the spring draws the armature back. 
The succeeding pulsation comes on, and 
the armature is drawn to C again, and 
so on. 


arrow, we 


If, however, we want to reverse the 
ringer, to use opposite polarity of ringing 
current or — pulsations, we connect the 
“live” side of the line to the winding at 
IV’, and let the flow of — pulsations enter 
at that point and in the direction of the 
arrow at that point. 

The result will be a magnetizing effect 
on the core, the same as that obtained 
in the first case, for though we have re- 
versed the polarity of the current, we 
have also reversed the direction: of its 
path through the windings, and have not 
altered the magnetism of the cores with 
relation to the tension of 
spring. 

When a ringer is polarized, it will re- 
spond only to current flow in one direc- 
tion. If we had tried to operate the 
ringer by sending — current into the 
winding at W, we would only have made 
the core C to be of the same polarity as 
the armature N, and there would be no 
mutual attraction. If we had sent + cur- 
rent into the winding at IV’, we would 
have made the core, C’, to be S polarity. 

But the tension of the spring is holding 
the armature against core C’, and there 
would have been no further movement of 
the armature and as the polarity of the 
other pole would be neutralized, there 
would be no attraction at that point. 
Consequently we have a ringer that will 
respond to either + or — impulses, but 
it must be connected to the line in a cer- 
tain way in order to be responsive. When 
so connected, it will not be affected by 
ringing current intended for the opposite 
method of connection. 

The value of such a ringer may be said 
to be strictly a commercial proposition. 


the biasing 
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It is not within the province of this arti- 
cle to discuss the relative merits of party 
lines vs. individual lines for an exchange 
district, but it is apparently a fact that 
party-line service can be furnished at a 
cheaper rate than individual line service, 
and that for certain classes of service it 
is satisfactory. But while some subscrib- 
ers do not object to having other parties 
on the same line with themselves, when 
by permitting this they secure service at a 
lower rate of payment, they will, and do, 
object if the telephone company in call- 
ing these other subscribers, rings the bell 
of their instrument. 


While they, the subscribers, may stretch 
a point and allow one ring to be used for 
one party, and two rings to be used for 
the other party, they will strenuously ob- 
ject, particularly in urban districts, to be 
obliged to have to pick out their indi- 
vidual code ring among the code rings 
for, say, four other subscribers. The 
farmer, and especially the farmer’s wife, 
rejoices greatly when she hears any ring 
at all on her line, for while the call may 
not be for her, there may be something 
said that is worth hearing. 

In order to obviate, on urban party 
lines, the objectionable feature of code 
rings, many types of selective ringing sys- 
tems have been devised; methods by 
which four, six, eight, or ten separate sta- 
tions may be called without the undesired 
stations being disturbed. And it might 
be added, in passing, that almost an equal 
number of these systems have been con- 
signed to the limbo of impractical things. 

In Fig. 2 are shown various arrange- 
ments for individual and party-line ring- 
ing in ordinary use. D is an operator’s 
cord with ringing keys KA and KB, us- 
ing alternating current. If the plug of D 
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on the kep is indicated by the symbol +. 
This is an, individual, or single party line. 

In Fig. 2-B we will first consider the 
stations A and 8B. The instruments are 
hridged across 7 and FR of the line, as in 
the individual station, but the bells have 
one side attached to the line, and the 
other side to the ground. To call station 
A, the operator places the cord or plug 
in jack J, and depresses key KA, putting 
ringing current out on the F side of the 
line to the bell and to ground. To ring 
station B she will depress key KB, and 
thus send the current out on the FR side 
of the line to the bell, B, to ground. 

To insure that the operator will ring 
the right party with the right key, a prefix 
or suffix is attached to the telephone 
number which will indicate which key is 
to be used. This arrangement makes for 
the possibility of error, and to guard 
against this possibility, another method 
of wiring is sometimes used. 

The jack, J:, is retained for the party 
A, but another jack, J», is also con- 
nected to the line with its T and R 
springs connected to the R and T sides 
ef the line. If there is a call for station 
B, the number of the line is such that the 
operator will plug into jack J2, and use 
the key, KA, for ringing, the same as if 
she were calling party A. 

The reverse connection of the jack di- 
rects the current to the T side of the 
line, and the bell B is rung. Consequently, 
with this arrangement, which is called 
“jack-per-station” ringing, no reversing 
ringing key is needed and so far as the 
operator is concerned, there is no such 
thing as “selective” 
for error if the 
called. 


ringing, or chance 


number asked for is 


Fig. 2-B aiso shows the connection for 
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Fig. 2.—Various Arrangements for Individual and Party-Line Ringing in Ordinary Use. 


is placed in the jack, J, of Fig. 2-A and 
either key depressed, ringing current will 
be sent out on the line, through the in- 
strument, and return, to the other side 
of the generator. The ringing current 


“four-party semi-selective” ringing. The 
stations, A’ and B’, are connected to the 
line the same as station 4 and B, and a 
simple code of one ring for station A and 
two rings for station A’ is adopted. 
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Each party on the RF side of the line will 
receive the rings of the other party, but 
stations B and B’ will not be disturbed. 
And when stations B and B’ are called, 
their rings will not disturb the stations 
The two jacks are not always 
this 
though their application is entirely prac- 


A and J’. 
used with semi-selective system, 
tical. 

We now come to a four-party selective 
system in which any station may be called 
without disturbing the other three sta- 
tions. E is an operator’s cord with four 
buttons, KA, KB, KC and KD, consti- 
tuting the ringing key. In Fig 2-C is 
shown the line with the four 
A, B, C, and D, with one side of the bells 
connected to the lines, JT and R, and the 


stations, 


other side grounded. The bells are indi- 


cated as being either + or —, and are 
the biased ringers previously referred to. 

In discussing these ringers, we saw that 
current of a certain polarity and in a cer- 
tain direction must be used. The instru- 
ments are accordingly installed with the 
ringers properly connected to respond to 
certain keys. If the operator wishes to 
call station A, she will depress the button 
KA of the ringing key, sending + current 
out on the R side of the line. 

The ringer of 
nected that it will respond to + current, 
only, so it will operate, while ringer B, 
responding to — current, will 
So with all the other stations, the 


station -A is so con- 


only 
not. 
keys permitting only a certain polarity of 
current to pass out on the line, and on a 
certain side of the line, and the station 
ringers being so connected as to be re- 
sponsive to a certain impulse only. 

Each calling cord of the position may 
be equipped with such a key, or one “mas- 
ter” key per position may be used, which 
must be operated at the same time that an 
individual cord key is being used. “Gang 
keys” on each cord are rather expensive, 
and a “master” key, to be operated as 
described, requires that operators exercise 
care, though it is naturally cheaper from 
an installation viewpoint. It would seem 
that a gang key on each cord is really 
the best method to employ, everything be- 
ing considered. 

A “jack-per-station” arrangement may 
be used with this system of selective ring- 
ing, and by means of reverse connections 
on two of the four jacks, only two keys 
are required instead of four. For manual 
ringing, however, a jack-per-station ar- 
rangement is very seldom used on account 
of the great expense entailed by the extra 
amount of multiple that is required. In 
machine ringing offices, there are other 
factors involved which make it possible 
to use the system in the face of this ex- 
pense. This will be considered later on. 

Before passing to a discussion of the 
various methods used for the production 
or generation of ringing current, a few 
words more about the ringers themselves 
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may be in order. The winding of the 
ringer coils, so far as resistance is con- 
cerned, varies to an extent depending on 
the class of service for which the ranger 
is to be used. 


For party-line service, especially for 
bridged instruments used on rural lines 
having many stations, the winding may be 
as high as 2,500 ohms—1,250 to each coil. 
On individual lines it may be 300 ohms 
for the two coils. An average resistance 
is 1,000 ohms, 500 to each coil. The two 
coils are connected in such manner that 
the windings are about both cores in the 
same direction, and if the cores were 
straightened out to form a bar magnet in- 
stead of one of the horseshoe type, there 
would be an N pole at one end and an S 
pole at the other. 

Such a high resistance will permit of 
but a very small quantity of current to 
pass, and a relatively high voltage must 
be employed to force even this small 
amount. Assuming the resistance to be 
1,000 ohms, and the voltage to be 75, we 
find by applying Ohm’s law: 

75 volts 75 
—————_ = 0.075 ampere, or —— of an 
1000 ohms 


ampere. 


This is a very small amount of current, 
and at first glance would seem incapable 
of producing much energy, even of 
enough to ring a bell. But to obtain a 
high resistance on the ringer, it is neces- 
sary to use very fine wire, and a great 
number of turns of this fine wire may 
be placed upon the coil bobbin or spool. 

The principal factor in the strength of 
an electromagnet is the number of “am- 
pere-turns” about the core. If one am- 
pere is sent once around a core, there will 
be an energizing factor of “one ampere- 
turn.” If 0.075 ampere is sent around 
a core 500 times, there will be an energiz- 
ing factor of 37.5 ampere-turns, or the 
equivalent of one ampere sent 37.5 times 
around the core. This is not a negligible 
energizing factor, and is amply sufficient 
for the proper attraction of the armature. 

The ringers must be relatively small 
and compact. They must operate on a 
small amount of current, for it would not 
be feasible to either produce or distribute 
any great amount of power over a tele- 
phone line. But as we have seen by an- 
alysis of the question, we can obtain all 
the energy required to operate a ringer by 
the simple expedient of providing a suffi- 
cient number of “ampere-turns” about the 
ringer cores, and we can do this in the 
most satisfactory manner by using many 
turns of fine wire. 

The use of higher resistance in ringers 
where many stations are bridged upon a 
line, is due to the paralleled grouping of 
the stations; each ringer will draw a cer- 
tain amount of the current sent out for 
ringing purposes, and if they were all low 
resistance a few of the total number of 
ringers would use up all the current. Be- 
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ing of high resistance, each individual 
ringer can take only very little, but the 
little it takes is manifested by a relatively 
higher number of ampere-turns by the 
very reason of the greater number of 
turns necessitated by the higher resist- 
ance. 

As previously stated, the use of an ordi- 
nary vibrating electric bell is out of the 
question as a telephone ringer, but a 
ringer using direct current and operat- 
ing on the same principle of a vibrating 
bell, is in extensive used. 

On the armature is a spring bearing a 
platinum contact, and making with a con- 
tact point. The coils are of the same 
form and general design as those de- 
scribed, but the winding is carried 
through these contacts. A current of 
about 60 volts is used, derived from dry 
cells in the central office, and is delivered 
to the operator’s cord circuit by ordinary 
ringing keys. The ringers operate on ex- 
actly the same principle of an electric bell, 
but the high resistance of the coils, about 
500 ohms each or 1,000 for the ringer, re- 
quires a very small amount of current, no 
more, of course, than any other resistance 
of the same amount would require for the 
same voltage. 

These ringers are polarized in the regu- 
lar manner. As such they are susceptible 
to operation by certain polarities and di- 
rection of current flow, as discussed in 
relation to pulsating current. By virtue 
of this feature, and by the provision of 
two sets of batteries at the central office, 
it is possible to ring any one of several 
different stations on a line without dis- 
turbing the other stations. 

A moment’s work with a screw driver 
will change the connection on the ringer 
to make it adaptable for regular alter- 
nating current, which may be used for 
non-party, or individual lines, and which 
is supplied from a ringing machine or 
pole changer. 

(To be continued.) 


How Our Girls Are Helping to 
Back the Boys in France. 

The girls in the accompanying illustra- 
tion, three of whom are telephone op- 
erators employed by the Peoples Independ- 
ent Telephone Co., of Winthrop, Minn., 
are doing their share in backing our boys 
in France in the harvest fields of Minne- 
sota. In the evening of July 30, between 
the hours of seven and ten, they shocked 
12 acres of wheat on a farm three miles 
south of Winthrop. 

The Commercial Club of Winthrop had 
made arrangements with the men of the 
town to give afternoons and evenings, so 
tar as possible, toward helping the farm- 
ers harvest their crops, as sufficient help 
could not be secured in the regular way. 
J. A. Larson, manager, G. A. Cornes, sec- 
retary, and Otto Sommers, plant man, of 
the Peoples Telephone Co., are giving 
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generously of their time and _ service. 

The girls thought they could help, too, 
and asked to be given a chance. They 
were given an opportunity to show what 
they could do and they have given valu- 
able aid to the farmers. Their wages they 
donated to the Red Cross but they feel 
amply repaid because they have performed 





These Girls Shocked 12 Acres of Wheat. 


a real service for their country. Some of 
the girls got a few blisters but they report 
that they had a good time getting them. 

The girls in the photograph are, from 
left to right, as follows: Miss Elsie Rick, 
operator; Miss Millie Kulander, operator ; 
Miss Alida Noreen, office girl; Miss 
Marie Scherf, office girl employed by the 
Winthrop News; Miss Agnes Faust, op- 
erator, and Miss Hilda Wram, farmer’s 
daughter. 


How One Company Gets Its Tele- 
phone Poles Free. 


Conservation of natural resources, 
economy of material and security of sup- 
ply, are all accomplished by a far- 
sighted plan adopted by the Mechanics- 
burg Telephone Co., of Mechanicsburg, 
Ohio, eight years ago, and now coming 
into fruition. : 

According to E. E. Cheney, a director 
of the Mechanicsburg company, this firm 
purchased 24 acres of land in 1910, and 
planted 1,000 catalpa trees per acre, set- 
ting them in rows 10 feet apart, the 
trees being on eight-foot centers. This 
close planting causes rapid growth and 
the trees are very straight, the shade 
killing the lower branches. 

Now they are cutting out every other 
tree in the rows and making fence posts 
which sell for 30 cents apiece. Each 
tree produces three posts, and the prof- 
it on the posts is more than sufficient to 
meet the entire expense of the venture, 
so that the company will, in the course 
of the next few years have 12,000 tele- 
phone poles entirely without cost. 

Already some of the sturdier trees are 
big enough for short leads in the coun- 
try, and although it takes from 12 to 14 
years to grow a pole for general use, the 
company’s manager, H. C. Rogers, 
reports that they will never have to buy 
any more poles. 




















Looking Back and Forward 


Some Interesting Reminiscences—A Knotty Problem 


Professor Morse invented the telegraph. 
It was on March 3, 1843, that Congress 
appropriated $30,000 to test its practica- 
bility. 

The line was stretched between Wash- 
ington and Baltimore and on May 23, 
1844, communication was opened. Curi- 
cusly enough, an instrument in the Capi- 


tol building reported the Democratic 
convention, sitting in Baltimore—the 
party which 74 years later, took over 


the wires. 





Professor Morse had no idea that any- 
one but the government would use his 
invention, so he made a tender to it of 
his patent for $100,000. He said it was 
“an engine for good or evil, which all 
opinion seems to concur in desiring to 
have subject to the control of the gov- 
ernment, rather than have it in the hands 
of private individuals or associations.” 

The government did not see it that 
way because there was a possible litiga- 
tion arising from the invention which 
would cause the expenditure of a vast 
amount of money. Further, the business 
between Washington and Baltimore did 
not pay. So the Postmaster-General was 
authorized to let any private individual 
kave it who could operate it. 





What a difference time makes! If we 
can have a thing it is not attractive to 
us. Hold it out of our reach, and imme- 
diately it is the one thing we eagerly 
long for. 

So it was with the telegraph. Inventor 
Morse urged the government to take his 
telegraph, but was given a polite nega- 
tive. 

Now the powers that be, after waiting 
74 years—in which time the invention has 
demonstrated its vital place in life— 
reach out and seize it while the country 
looks on more or less goggle-eyed. 





It took the federal government a long 
time to achieve this, but as long ago as 
1846 Postmaster-General Johnson urged 
that Uncle Sam should own the tele- 
graph—“its importance in all commercial 
transactions to those having the control 
of it, and to the government itself, par- 
ticularly in a period of war.” 

By that time, telegraphic lines had been 
established from New York to Boston, 
Buffalo, Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
Washington. 





A government line between the Capitol 
and Baltimore had been operated, as an 
appropriation of $4,000 had been made 
for that purpose in a law that authorized 
the post office department to lease it “to 
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any person who will keep it in operation 
for its earnings, or the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral may, under direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, sell the same.” 

And it was sold the following year, 
1847, as the post office department was 
hard up for funds and had no support in 
Congress for maintaining the enterprise. 
A queer feature of the incident, too, is 
that the Mexican war was then on. Prob- 
ably a telegraph wire from Washington 
to Baltimore did not loom up as a very 
potent factor in winning a war across 
the Mexican border. 





The telegraph was exploited by many 
wild-cat companies and it was not until 
1866 that the Western Union Telegraph 
Co. collected these scattered units under 
one tent and put the business on a sub- 
stantial footing. 

We all remember the recent acquisition 
of the Western Union by the Bell tele- 
phone interests, and the still more recent 
action of the government that forced the 
Bell to disgorge the telegraph company. 
President Vail, himself, by that act called 
attention to the close relation between the 
telegraph and the telephone. 





In assuming the task of running both 
means of wire communication, he prac- 
tically conceded their kinship. He, at 
least, can’t object to the government tak- 
ing control of the telephone if it needs 
the telegraph. Maybe be doesn’t con- 
cede Uncle Sam needs it. Anyway, it 
makes little difference now. 

When he was asked by a New York 
rewspaper man the other day if he be- 
lieved the government would turn the 
wire business back to the private owners 
after the war, Mr. Vail merely said: 
“Your guess about that is as good as 
mine,” which would indicate that so far 
it is all guesswork anyhow. 





There is a pretty well-defined idea that 
the men in charge of the wire control 
plans at Washington have very little use 
for monopoly and big business. In fact, 
some pains have been taken to prove that 
the people—the little fellows—will re- 
ceive more attention and consideration 
than the big corporations that are sup- 
posed to have headquarters in Wall street, 
and fatten on the rest of the country. 

Politics tinges everything that emanates 
in Washington, and it is hinted that Old 
Man Common Sense has passed the word 
along that it is time to rescue the 
utility industries from Mammon and run 
them for the common people. 

To a man up a tree, it looks like a 
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difficult game. It's easy to raise the 
wages of railroad men and_ telegraph 
operators and make them happy—but 


that means higher railroad rates and a 
lurger price for a telegram in order tu 
pay the increased wages. 

And who will foot the bill? 
mate Consumer will do that, 
the rank and file of the 


Mr. Ulti 
and he 
constitutes 
people. 
Yes, it's a hard game. Personally, | 
would prefer to be in charge of some- 
thing else—heading an “over-the-top” 
excursion in France for example. 


I recently ran across a little character 
sketch of David J. Lewis who is one of 
the big four in charge of the wire con- 
trol by the government. 

The facts recorded tend to show that 
he is a democrat with a little “d” 
little favorite of the 
administration. All his experiences in 
life—and it has not been an easy life 
tend to make him cut out all frills and 
stand for the simple things that really 
count in life. 

He has had to fight for 
every thing he has won during his 49 
years. When he was years 
Lewis went to work in mine in 
Clearfield county, Pennsylvania, where he 
was born in 1869. 


, as well 


as a Democratic 


work and 
seven old, 
a coal 


Some say he was nine years old then, 
but either way it shows that he had to 
battle for his daily bread. 
Welsh immigrants, were poor and needed 


His parents, 





even his small wages. His father had 
been a Baptist minister. 

Four years later young Lewis ran 
away from home; at 16 was a contract 


miner, the youngest in the district. 

At a labor meeting, where he made a 
speech, a newspaper reporter, struck by 
his rude eloquence, told him: “You can 
speak—you should be a lawyer, not a 
coal miner.” 

Thus did the press turn Lewis’ ambi- 
tions toward the law. He studied nights, 
read everything he could lay his hands 
on, and in four years was admitted to 
practice at Cumberland, Md. 





Lewis’ reading lured him into the field 
of economics, and he took a keen interest 
in all public and political affairs. 

When the fight against the railroads 
was on, he prepared a brief in favor of 
naturalization which went through 33 
editions. He naturally leaned toward the 
radical side, and, while no trust baiter, 
his sympathies run in favor of the 
masses. 
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In politics David J. started out as a 
Republican, but changed his mind and 
affiliated with the Democrats. 

In 1908 he was nominated for Con- 
gress and ran against his law partner 
who béat him in the first start, but Lewis 
made so good a campaign that next time 
he was elected. 

In Congress, he started in to specialize 
cn the parcel post. After a hard fight, 
he saw his dream put into practical 
effect. 





Then he began to investigate the wire 
question—and he has been studying that 
whenever he had any spare time from his 
cuties as a member of the tariff com- 
mission, to which President Wilson ap- 
pointed him on his failure 
re-election to Congress. 

As the war made the tariff a back num- 
ber, Mr. Lewis had plenty of opportunity 
to familiarize himself with the nation- 
alization of the telegraph and telephone 
in other countries. 


to secure 


Lewis is an earnest grubber for facts. 
He hates private monopoly. He believes 
the government should control and oper- 
ate public utilities. Postmaster Burleson 
is said to rely on him for most of the 
government ownership arguments that 
have found a place in the post office de- 
partment reports in recent years. 





Of course, the government action has 
caused a great flutter among the Bell 
stockholders “’way down East.” Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph shares are in 
the low 90s, and it is said the new bonds 
are not being grabbed up like hot cakes 
—or ice cream cones, considering the 
weather. 

The chances are, however, that as soon 
as the first shock wears off, the Bell 
stockholders will chirk up considerably 
and smile again, as did the owners of 
railroad securities. Just now, though, 
you would think they all were posing for 
a picture of the English King of whom 
it was said: “He never smiled again.” 





The financial editor of Leslie’s Weekly, 
who is usually sound as well as interest- 
ing, said in a recent issue: 

“Everybody knows that the telegraph 
and telephone lines have been in the 
hands of the ablest administrators in this 
country. The service is the cheapest and 
best in the world. I speak with knowl- 
edge of experiences on many occasions 
while traveling abroad. 

“Let me predict—and I ask my readers 
to paste this in their hats—that the re- 
sult of government control of the tele- 
graph and telephone lines will be analo- 
gous to that which followed governmental 
control of railroads and express com- 
panies—poorer service and higher rates.” 

And yet one of the arguments for gov- 
ernment operation has always been cheaper 
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service. Well, it is a good thing to have 
our telephone service called the best in 
the world. Everybody knows that and 
acknowldges it, even if he does cuss out 
“Central” once in a while. 

It is natural to be critical of what we 
take the greatest pride in. We are some- 
times prone to roast those we respect and 
love, but we won’t permit anybody else 
to do it. Any man who has been foolish 
enough to interfere in a scrap between 
man and wife knows what happens. The 
pair cease their own bickering, unite 
forces and heartily co-operate in chasing 
the would-be peacemaker off the lot. 





A semi-official announcement comes out 
of Washington that President Wilson is 
strongly opposed to the federal govern- 
ment taking over the electric street rail- 
ways. 

He thinks there is no authority for seiz- 
ing the traction companies, and is said 
to be discouraging the radical govern- 
ment ownership advocates who want to 
go the limit in that direction. We all 
know the old saying about “too much of 
a good thing.” 

Besides, while no one desires to throw 
cold water on the efforts of the Washing- 
ton administration, it is dead sure that 
they are going to run up against some 
tough problems in this wire control situa- 
tion. 


Maybe the President, who is an astute . 


observer, has shrewdly guessed that to 
pile the street railways on with the rail- 
roads, express and telegraph and tele- 
phone companies might cause the ship to 
list more or less. 





Inevitably there are clouds. of wild 
rumors afloat about the government 
plans. Innumerable suggestions are vol- 
leyed at the capital and their authors give 
them more publicity than they deserve. 


The story about postmasters running the 


telephone exchanges is a sample. 

Until positive, definite instructions are 
issued by the Postmaster-General, it is 
well to discount these stories. The gov- 
ernment says it is going to move slowly. 
That is easily believed. And the more 
the control committee learns about the 
telephone business, the more inclined it 
will be to proceed slowly and with cau- 
tion. 


In the last fortnight, the federal 
authorities have had. occasion to meet 
many Independent telephone men. They 
have learned that not all the telephone 
knowledge and experience are to be 
tound under Bell hats. 

That is well. We in the Independent 
field, know the peculiar problems we have 
Lad to contend with in what—in compari- 
son with Bell territory—are the frontiers. 

Pioneers develop strength and power 
that are lacking among those accustomed 
to be living in ease and affluence. Inde- 
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pendent telephone men have labored, and 
Luilt and conquered where the average 
Bell man would have struggled and quit 
in despair. 





The network of rural telephone lines 
today are a monument to the persistence 
and courage of the Independents. 

The Bell policy always was to let the 
farmer wait for telephone service until 
he built in near a_ Bell exchange. 
The Independents went to meet him. 

Selfish business principles led the Bell 
to skim the cream off the telephone indus- 
try, and neglect the less profitable possi- 
bilities. Not until the Independent com- 
petition made itself felt, did the A..T. & 
T. organization turn a hand toward popu- 
larizing the telephone. 





Through investigations, experiences 
ind interviews, the government is finding 
out “Who’s Who in the Telephone Game.” 
We'll be interested in any statements that 
will be made. 

When appointments of government 
operating and executive officials are made 
the Independent men should be well rep- 
resented. Surely the powers that be will 
not let Bell men control to any large 
extent: 

MORAL: Do _ you_ know 
boomerang is? Watch for one. 


what a 


Telephone Camouflage. 


An interesting sidelight on the tele- 
phone work with our army in France is 
furnished by Henry J. Allen, in his 
“Leaves from the Note Book.” He says: 

“Not long ago I stood in a field tent 
and heard an officer at a telephone say 
clearly and distinctly: ‘Hello, central, 
give me Chicago.’ I pinched myself, and 
then I heard him say it again. For a 
moment I was thrilled to my toes. To 
think that out there, 4,200 miles from 
Chicago, a plain staff officer of the Q. M. 
department, who had never been to West 
Point, and possibly had never been to 
Chicago, was daring to send his voice 
across all that void and trackless air. 

Could he do it? 

In less than a moment [ heard him 
say ‘Hello, Chicago; this is Salt Lake 
City calling.’ He uttered the unblushing 
falsehood as only a hardened criminal 
could. We were not at Salt Lake. Then 
he called up ‘Palm Beach,’ ‘Sleepy Hol- 
low,’ ‘Oshkosh,’ ‘Louisville,’ and told 
them the same astounding lie—that he 
was at Salt Lake. He apparently had 
them fooled, for he did business with 
them all—business which had to do with 
the moving of ammunition, tents, wagon 
trains, medical supplies and big guns. 
When he got through, I felt it my duty 
to protest—‘yes, I know it must seem 
queer to you,’ he said, ‘but we’ve renamed 
all the points on this line to camouflage 
our real location.’ ” 








Commissions, Courts and Councils 


Discussions and Rulings of State Bodies Having Supervision Over Telephone 
Companies—Decisions of Courts in Matters of Interest to Public Utilities 


and Actions of City 


Indiana Companies Forbid Use of 
German Over Telephones. 

The Brownstown Telephone Co., of 
Brownstown, Ind., which operates a tele- 
phone system in Jackson county, has is- 
sued an order prohibiting all conversa- 


tions in German over the lines under its | 


control. The same precedent has been 
established by the Crothersville Tele- 
phone Co., also operating lines in Jack- 
son county, although a specific order was 
not issued in the latter case. 

A number of protests have been filed 
ugainst the ruling in the former case, es- 
pecially in some of the German commun- 
nities through which the lines pass. The 
vbjectors insist that they cannot under- 
stand English over the telephone and that 
it is useless to them if the order stands. 
Notwithstanding the protest, the com- 
pany officials have directed the operators 
to “pull the plugs” when they overhear 
any German conversations. 

Officials of the Brownstown Tele- 
phone Co. say the action was taken only 
after many of the subscribers had regis- 
tered complaints concerning the fact that 
so many telephone conversations were 
carried on in German. It was further 
declared that a large number of the tele- 
phone patrons demanded that these Ger- 
man conversations be stopped, each 
threatening to discontinue their telephones 
unless some action was taken. 

The officials admit that they have no 
real power to issue an order discontinu- 
ing the talking of German. However, it 
is’ pointed out that since the Indiana 
State Council of Defense and patriotic 
citizens generally are discouraging the 
public use of the German language, the 
use of German over the telephone lines 
should be dispensed with when a large 
portion of the subscribers object to it. 

At Crothersville, where the movement 
to stop German conversations over the 
telephone lines was started about three 
weeks ago, no opposition has been en- 
countered. Subscribers there were told 
that German. conversations over tele- 
phones under government control were 
not wished, and the suggestion was fol- 


lowed by the subscribers without com- 
plaint. 
Monroe (Neb.) Telephone Co. 


Drops Threatened Lawsuit. 


The Monroe Telephone Co. has finally 
composed its differences with the Nebras- 
ka State Railway Commission, and the 
threatened lawsuit to determine whether 
the commission can lawfully restrict 


earnings to investment shown in property 
has been dropped. The Nebraska com- 
mission is understood to be the only one 
that has taken the ground that the phy- 
sical value of a telephone property is not 
the determining factor in rate-making, 
held by other commissions, but that re- 
turn can be permitted only on what can 
be shown by the books of the company 
to have gone into the property either in 
the shape of cash or personal sacrifices 
cr passed dividends. 

The Monroe company had long been 
desirous of getting hold of the Albion 
company property, an excellent exchange 
with a good list of subscribers, which was 
along the line of the Monroe develop- 
ment. It had exchanges in most of the 
surrounding towns, and had invaded AI- 
bion itself, but its exchange there was 
small and a money-losing proposition. 
The opportunity to purchase the Albion 
company came at a time when the Mon- 
roe group was not in a position to buy, 
having exhausted all of its authorized 
capital issue. Two of its principal stock- 
holders, the Bratt brothers, stepped in 
and bought the Albion property for $55,- 
000, but when they came to turn it over 
to the Monroe the commission’s account- 
ant reported that, counting cash ‘and 
owners’ sacrifices, no more than $25,000 
had gone into the Albion property, and 
the commission declined to allow the 
Monroe to issue any more than that 
amount of stock to the Bratts to reim- 
burse them for their $55,000 investment. 

Various motions were made and re- 
hearings had, but the commission de- 
clined to recede from its position. The 
Monroe company withheld any further 
ection in the matter of accepting the 


-finding as to stock issues until it was able 


to secure from the commission a new 
and increased schedule of rates for the 
rewly acquired Albion company and an 
order of consolidation. 

The directors held a meeting and after 
a full discussion it was decided to drop 
all litigation and accept the findings of 
the commission as to stock issues. In 
these findings the commission had found 
that Alfred Bratt, who had served as 
president of the Monroe company for 
years with but nominal pay, was entitled 
to have issued to him $13,000 worth of 
stock, and another officer a lesser amount. 
The commission receded, during the legal 
encounters, from requiring $5,000 of the 
stock authorized to be held as treasury 
stock, and counting all of these items 
the Bratts found that by accepting the 
crder they were out only about $7,000. 
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Councils Relative to Franchises, Rates and Service 


As they have purchased, in the last two 
years, most of the stock of the company, 
they hope to be able to recoup themselves 
cut of the future development of the 
property. 

The Monroe company, with the addi- 
tion of the Albion exchange, becomes the 
largest Independent system in the state, 
outside the Lincoln Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., with nearly 3,000 telephones in 
service. A great deal of the outside 
property has been rebuilt in the last year, 
znd physical conditions greatly improved. 
The last six months of operation, as re- 
ported to the commission, shows that it 
was done at a loss, and it is expected that 
the company will shortly ask for relief 
at the hands of the commission. 


Court Refuses to Block Michigan 
Property Transfers. 


The petition for a permanent injunc- 
tion to restrain property transfers and 
proposed agreements between the Union 
Telephone Co., of Owosso, Mich., and the 
Michigan State Telephone Co., filed by 
the Valley Home Telephone Co., of Sag- 
inaw, August 8 
decree handed down by Circuit Judge 
Krowne. The court said that the plain- 
tiff should have asked for 
through the state railroad commission. 
The complaint charged that the Union 
Telephone Co. and the Valley Home Tel- 
ephone Co. entered into contract for an 
exclusive interchange of service, May 20, 
1889, and July 26, 1912, and alleged that 
through the merging of the defendant 
with the Bell system the Valley Home 
system would be greatly damaged. The 
case will be taken to the supreme court, 
it is stated. 


was dismissed with a 


redress 


Exchange and Rural Rates of Indi- 
ana Company Increased. 

The petition of the Peoples Mutual 
Telephone Co., which operates a tele- 
phone system in the towns of Silver Lake, 
Burket and Mentone in Kosciusko county 
and in the country adjacent thereto for 
2n increase in rates, was granted by the 
Indiana Public Service Commission in an 
order issued August 10. That part of the 
petition which asked for a new schedule 
of toll charges to and from certain ex- 
changes was denied by the commission. 

The commission, in its order, said it 
found that the present schedule of rates, 
tolls and charges is unjustly discrimina- 
tory in that individual business houses in 
the towns of Mentone, Silver Lake and 
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Burket and private individual residence 
subscribers pay the same rate as all other 
patrons. The old rates were based on $1 
per month per telephone regardless of the 
kind of service. 

“If the rates for individual business 
telephones be increased 50 cents a month, 
the net individual residence rate increased 
25 cents and rates charged for all other 
telephones is increased 15 cents per 
month, the additional revenue obtained 
will still be somewhat less that petitioner 
should be permitted to earn,” says the 
order. 

The following rates, with a discount of 
10 cents per month on all bills paid be- 
fore the tenth of the month, was ordered 
by the commission : 


Individual line business telephones, 
$1.60. 

Individual line residence telephones, 
$1.35. 

$ 


Two-party business telephones, $1.40. 
Two-party residence telephones, $1.25. 
Rural telephones, $1.25. 
Rate Increase Causes Protest— 
Old Rates Restored. 

A rather unusual petition, especially at 
this time, was recently filed with and 
acted upon by the Indiana Public Service 
Commission, August 10. With nearly 
every other telephone company in the 
state filing petitions for an increase in 
rates, along came the Lynn Local Tele- 
phone Co., of Lynn, Ind., with a peti- 
tion asking its rates be decreased. 

The public service commission in an 
order isued on April 30, 1918, granted 
the company an increase in rates, but 
the increase caused such a turmoil among 
its subscribers that the company filed a 
supplemental petition recently asking 
that the commission substitute the old 
rate schedule which would provide a de- 
crease in rates, for the new schedule. 

The rates, in accordance with the old 
schedule, are as follows: 


Individual business telephones..... $1.50 
Individual residence telephones..... 1,00 
Party line residence telephones.... 1.00 
NS ERE re er ee 25 
Extension bells 


cckbaspanesowewase os 10 


Sale of Telephone Exchange at 
Barry, Ill., Approved. 

The Illinois Public Utilities Commis- 
sion, on July 31, authorized the sale of 
the Barry Telephone Exchange at Barry, 
Ill., to the Pike County Telephone Co., 
of Pittsfield, or the sum of $7,510. The 
telephone system at Barry is an isolated 
plant without competition but located in 
a territory controlled by the Pike County 
company. 


Telephone Rate Increase Granted 
at Edelstein, Ill. 

The Illinois Public Utilities Commis- 
sion, on July 30, granted permission to the 
Lawn Ridge Telephone Co. to increase 
its rates in Edelstein and vicinity from 
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$12 to $18 per year for business, residence 
and rural telephones. A discount of 25 
cents per month is allowed if the rental 
is paid quarterly by the 15th of the sec- 
ond month of the current quarter. 

The company serves 20 business sub- 
cribers, 20 residence subscribers and 388 
rural subscribers. It was shown at the 
hearing that without setting aside any- 
thing for depreciation or allowing for divi- 
dends, there was a deficit of $289 during 
the year 1916 and $128 during the year 
1917. 

The commission did not deem it neces- 
sary to make an inventory and appraisal 
ot the property of the company and there- 
fore placed no valuation on it, although 
the secretary of the company testified that 
he believed the property was worth in ex- 
cess of $10,000. 


Central Union Plant in Chenoa, 
Ill., Sold to Competitor. 


The sale of the Central Union plant in 
Chenoa and vicinity to the Chenoa Tele- 
phone Co. for a consideration of $6,000, 
was authorized by the Illinois Public 
Utilities Commission in a ruling recently 
landed down. The Chenoa company is 
given permission to issue $3,000 in notes 
to be delivered to the Central Union Tele- 
phone Co. in part payment for the prop- 
erties, the balance to be made in cash. 

The Chenoa Telephone Co. is at pres- 
ent serving 303 subscribers in this terri- 
tory and the Central Union 135. Of this 
number 51 are duplicates and will be 
eliminated by the consolidation of the ex- 
changes. 





Rate Increases Granted at Gillespie 
and Benld, IIl. 


The Illinois Public Service Commission 
granted permission to the Gillespie Home 
Telephone Co. to increase its rates at 
Gillespie and Benld as follows: 


Old New 
Rates Rates 
Individual line business tele- 

NE tans Hing aie ite ty nn $30 $33 
Two-party line business tele- 

IR OR a uae 24 27 
Individual line residence tele- 

PRR ay rae 21 24 
Two-party line residence tele- 

| SI SO Ee oe 18 21 
Four-party line residence tele- 

ERE eee eee 15 18 
Extension telephones, _ busi- 

| EE fee eee ee 9 9 
Extension telephones, _ resi- 

i ee Bins auas eewaen 6 6 
Extension belle ....../ccsse< 3 3 
Four-party line selective sub- 

urban residence service to 

2 re 21 
Four-party line selective sub- 

urban business service to 

Se 27 
Party line rural business tele- 

SRO SEES eee eee 27 
Party line rural residence tele- 

0 a eee pe ee eee 15 21 


The city rates are subject to a 25-cent 
discount for payment by the 15th of the 
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current month and the rural rates are 
subject to a discount of 25 cents per 
month if payment is made by the 15th of 
the second month of the quarter. 

Upon a fair value of $73,757, fixed upon 
the property for rate-making purposes, it 
was found that the proposed rates would 
yield a return of 3.12 per cent, after pro- 
viding for depreciation. The commis- 
sion, therefore, found that the proposed 
rates would be sufficient to meet the 
necessary operating expenses and give 
only a moderate return upon the money 
invested. 


Rate Increase Granted the Roach- 
dale (Ind.) Telephone Co. 


The Roachdale Telephone Co., of 
Roachdale, Ind., was given permission by 
the Indiana Public Service Commission, 
August 10, to increase its rates as fol- 
lows: Single line business telephones, 
from $1.50 to $1.75 per month; single 
line residence and rural party lines, from 
$1 to $1.25; rural party lines in which 
subscribers own their instruments and 
line, from 50 cents to $1.25. 

The company serves a total of some 350 
subscribers. A value of $12,000 was 
placed upon the property for determining 
an equitable schedule of rates. From the 
evidence presented at the hearing the 
commission was convinced that the pres- 
ent rates are inadequate and that the pro- 
posed rates will not yield more than a 
fair return on the investment. 


Steps Toward Merger of Dual 
Systems in Portland, Ore. 


Negotiations are under way looking to 
a merger of the Pacific Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. and the Home Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., of Portland, Ore. Ex- 
Governor Oswald West, receiver for the 
Home company, has applied to the city 
council for permission to merge that sys- 
tem with the Pacific Bell. 

Mayor George L. Baker and the coun- 
cilmen are seeking to stipulate that the 
consolidated companies shall discard the 
manual system and retain the automatic, 
which, they believe, is generally preferred 
by the public. 


Subscriber Asks Commission to 
“Fire” Telephone Operator. 


In the estimation of at least one citizen 
of Nebraska the state railway commis- 
sion has as much power as Kaiser Wil- 
helm. A few weeks ago Dr. F. G. Rath- 
burn, a veterinarian at Hayes Center, 
complained to the commission that he 
was not getting as good service as he was 
entitled to from the Hayes Center Tele- 
phone Association, of which he is a mem- 
ber. He said he had a number of emer- 
gency calls coming to him at night, but 
that they were not put through. The 


manager of the company is the husband 
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of the operator and Rathbun said it was 
impossible to get what he desired. 

The matter was taken up by the com- 
mission with the company, and now has 
come a special delivery letter from the 
doctor, saying that he wants the commis- 
sion to “fire’ the operator at once be- 
cause her husband has called him up, 
sworn at him, threatened to “lick him” 
and service is worse than before. 


New Richland (Minn.) Telephone 
Co. Granted Rate Increase. 
The New Richland Telephone Co. has 
been authorized by the Minnesota Rail- 
road & Warehouse Commission to in- 
crease its exchange rates at New Rich- 


land, Minn., 25 cents per month and its 
multi-party rural rate $1 per year. At 
Waldorf it has been authorized to in- 


crease its individual business rate 25 cents 
per month and its multi-party rural rate 
$1 per year. The new rates are as fol- 
lows: 
New RICHLAND. 

Individual line business (desk), $2.00 
per month, net. 

Individual line business $1.75 
per month, net. 

Individual line residence (desk), $1.25 
per month, net. 
Individual line residence (wall), 
per month, net. 
Multi-party 
gross. 

The multi-party rural rate to be sub- 
ject to a discount of $2 per year if paid 
six months in advance. 


(wall), 


$1.00 


rural, $16.00 per annum, 


W ALDorF. 
Individual line business, $1.75 per 
month, net. 
Individual line residence, $1.00 per 
month, net. 
Multi-party rural, $16.00 per annum, 


gross. 
The multi-party rural rate is subject to 


a discount of $2 per annum if paid six 
months in advance. 


Dallas, Texas, 1 Merger Approved 

by Department of Justice. 
- The franchise authorizing the merger 
of the Dallas Automatic Telephone Co. 
and the Southwestern Telegraph & Tele- 
phone Co. in Dallas, Texas, voted upon 
favorably in the city election last spring, 
has been accepted and the merger has 
been approved by the Department of Jus- 
tice. An entirely new organization to 
he known as the Dallas Telephone Co. is 
to be formed to operate the merged 
properties. 


Consolidated aa of Pennsyl- 
vania Increase Toll Rates. 

The Consolidated Telephone Co., of 
Hazleton, Pa., has announced increases 
in toll rates between Allentown and Kutz- 
town, Lehighton, Mauch Chunk, Reading 
and Slatington, effective September 1, as 
follows: 

Allentown to Kutztown, from 10 to 15 
cents; to Lehjghton, 15 to 20 cents: to 
Mauch Chunk, 15 to 20 cents; to Reading, 
20 to 25 cents; to Slatington, 5 to 10 
cents. 
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Hearings and Rulings. 
FLorIDA. 

August 21: Hearing at Hastings to 
consider the complaints against the serv- 
ice furnished by the Hastings Telephone 
Co. and to consider and determine what 
repairs, improvements, changes, additions 
or extensions should be ordered. T-308. 

ILLINOIS. 

July 30: The commission granted per- 
mission to the Lawn Ridge Telephone Co. 
to increase its rates in Edelstein and 
vicinity from $12 to $18 per year. No. 
R271. 

July 30: The commission granted a cer- 
tificate of convenience and necessity for 
the operation of the present telephone 
plant in the village of Kilbourne and 
vicinity to the Kilbourne Telephone Co. 

Juiy 31: The commission authorized 
the Arcola Telephone Co., of Arcola, to 
issue its two year, 7 per cent promissory 
notes in the aggregate amount of $1,750 
to retire certain notes heretofore issued 
without the consent of the commission. 
No. 8102. 

July 31: The sale of the plant of the 
Central Union Telephone Co. in Chenoa 
and vicinity to the Chenoa Telephone Co., 
for a consideration of $6,000, was ap- 
proved by the commission. The Chenoa 
Telephone Co. is authorized to issue 
$3,000 in notes to be delivered to the Cen- 
tral Union company in part payment for 
the properties, the balance to be paid in 
cash. 

July The commission authorized 
the Farmers & Merchants Telephone Ex- 
change at Meredosia to sell and the Home 
Telephone Co., of Bluffs, to purchase, for 
the sum of $575, the exchange and prop- 
erty owned by the former. A certificate 
of convenience .and necessity was also 
granted the Home Telephone Co. in the 
cities of Bluffs, Meredosia, Naples and 
Chapin. the vicinities thereof. 

The company is authorized to issue its 
common capital stock in the aggregate 
amount of $5,000, $575 of which is to be 
used in acquiring the exchange at Mere- 
dosia and the balance in acquiring cer- 
tain telephone property in the city of 
Bluffs and telephone lines between Bluffs 
and Chapin, Bluffs and Meredosia and 
Bluffs and Naples, from individual own- 
ers. No. 8325. 

July 31: The commission approved the 
sale of the Barry Telephone Exchange 
at Barry by the estate of A. L. Jones, 
Florence B. Jones and W. W. Watson. 
administrators, to the Pike County Tele- 
phone Co., of Pittsfield. No. 8173. A 
certificate of convenience and necessity 
was granted the Pike County company 
to operate in the city of Barry. 

July 31: The commission granted per- 
mission to the Gillespie Home Telephone 
Co. to increase its rates in Gillespie and 

3enld. No. 8320. 

August 8: Petition filed for approval 
of the sale by the Western Illinois Tele- 
phone Co., of Macomb, to the Mann 
Telephone Co., of Macomb, all of the 
properties of the former company in 
McDonough and Hancock counties. Per- 
mission is also asked by the Mann Tele- 
phone Co. to issue $14,000 capital stock. 

INDIANA. 

August 9: Application filed by the Pike 
County Telephone Co. for permission to 
increase its rates at Petersburg. 

August 10: Order authorizing the Peo- 
ples Mutual Telephone Co. to increase its 
rates in the towns of Silver Lake, Burket 
and Mentone and the country adjacent 
thereto. 

August 10: Order authorizing the 
Roachdale Telephone Co. to increase its 
rates in Roachdale and vicinity. 
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MINNESOTA. 

August 12: The commission dismissed 
the application of Andrew Davis for an 
indeterminate permit to construct and 
operate a telephone toll line connecting 
the Sherburne County Rural Telephone 
System with the village of Elk River. 
It held that it had no authority to grant 
a permit to the petitioner for the con- 
struction of such a toll line and that 
there is no limitation in the laws of the 
state restraining him or the Sherburne 
County Rural Telephone System from 
constructing the line if they deem it ad- 
visable. 

August 12: The commission dismissed 
the application of Charles Gomer et al. 
for a flat rate for interchange of mes- 
sages between the subscribers of the In- 
terstate Telegraph & Telephone Co. and 
the Brownsdale Telephone Exchange Co. 
residing in Red Rock Township. The 
commission held that to give the petition- 
ers the service asked for would be dis- 
criminatory against the other patrons of 
the company, while if the service were 
extended to all subscribers it would re- 
sult in placing an unreasonable financial 
burden upon the companies. Connection 
may at present be obtained between the 
systems at 10) cents per message. 

August 23: Hearing at Henderson on 
the application of the Henderson Tele 
phone Co. to increase its rural rates in 
the vicinity of that village 

August 26: Hearings at Redwood Falls 
on the application of the Redwood Falls 
Electric Telephone Co. for an increase in 
rates for business and residence service 
within that village. 

August 29: Hearing at Lewiston on the 
application of the Mount Vernon Tele- 
phone Co. to increase its local and rural 
rates at Lewiston and Altura. 

September 3: Hearing at St. Paul on 
ihe valuation and appraisal of the prop- 
erty ‘of the Watertown Telephone Co., in 
the application of the company for an 
increase in rates at its Delano exchange 
continued from July 16. 

September 16: In re application of the 
Pine Island Telephone Co. for authority 
to increase its exchange rates at Pine 
Island, the company was ordered to show 
cause at the commission’s office in St. 
Paul, why the inventory and valuation 
of the engineer of the commission should 
not be accepted as the true value of the 
company’s properties. 

MIssour!. 


August 15: Hearing at Jefferson City 
on the application of the Hanamo Tele- 
phone Co., of Maryville, for an increase 


in rates. 
NEBRASKA. 
August 14: Application of Farmers’ 
Telephone Co., of Dix, Kimball County, 


for permission to issue $10,000 worth of 
stock to pay for exchange and other con- 
struction now building filed. Dix is in 
the newly-discovered wheat country of 
the state and the farmers there have or- 
dered a modern plant erected for their 
service. 

August 15: Application of F. G. Rath- 
burn, a subscriber, for an order discharg- 
ing the farm line operator of the Hayes 
Center Telephone Association because of 
alleged refusal to furnish proper service. 

ONIOo. 


August 8: The commission dismissed 


the application of the Farmers Telephone 
Co., of Bloomville, to purchase the prop- 
erties of the Republic Mutual Telephone 
Co. holding that a mutual company is 
not a public utility and that the sanction 
of the commission is, therefore, not re- 
quired, 
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Quiz Questions on the Preceding 

Installment. 

1042. What is the “ring back’? What 
is its purpose? Would the “ring back” 
as arranged in Fig. 279 be possible with- 
out the resistance, 10? Explain why. 
Trace the path taken by the weak ring- 
ing current producing the “ring back.” 

1043. What is the term used to describe 
the underlying principle of operation of 
slow-acting trip relay 7 (Fig. 279)? Ex- 
plain how it is possible to operate this 
relay as soon as the called subscriber 
answers and not before. Why is the im- 
pedance offered by the line circuit less 
after the called telephone receiver is re- 
moved than before? What is the char- 
ecter of the current that energizes relay 
7 when the called receiver is removed 
curing the ringing period? What when 
it is removed during the silent period? 

1044. How does the operation of slow- 
acting relay 7 accomplish the release of 
relay 5? Would this scheme be possible 
if resistance 8 were not included in the 
circuit arrangement in the exact location 
now given it? What does the release of 
relay 5 accomplish as to the supply of 
talking current to the called line circuit? 
What as to the interruption of the ring- 
ing? Explain in detail how these two 
effects are secured. 


CHAPTER XXX. Extra Efficient 
Manual Equipment (Continued). 


1045. The recall—While the normal 
call is completed by the answering of the 
called telephone, the conversation, and 
the disconnect signal, there is a more or 
less definite proportion of traffic that 
does not result in the completion of “ef- 
fective” calls. 

One of the divisions of “ineffective” 
calls is that covering the cases in which 
the called telephone cannot be made to 
answer. In such calls the calling sub- 
scriber may replace his telephone re- 
ceiver upon the hook and await a more 
favorable moment for the call or he may 
desire the operator’s attention to be 
crawn to the result of his effort to the 
end that another number may be called. 

For the calls falling in the latter class, 
those in which the calling subscriber de- 
sires the operator to communicate with 
him again, the flashing recall has been 
devised to expedite matters. It is true 
that the ordinary manually-operated cord 


circuit affords means by which the call- 
ing subscriber, by working his telephone 
receiver hook up and down, may flash the 
associated supervisory lamp more or less 
regularly in order to attract attention. 
With the flashing recall system, however, 
it is unnecessary for him to do this, the 
calling supervisory lamp being auto- 
matically flashed at rapid intervals and 
regular periods. 

Referring to Fig. 279, it will be remem- 
hered that during the conversation, re- 
lays 1, 2, 4 and 9 are energized. The 
energization of double-wound current- 
supply relay 4, however, is the result of 
the removal of the called telephone re- 
ceiver from its hook. Should it happen 
that the called subscriber does not an- 
swer, relay 4 will not be operated. 

The calling subscriber, after being as- 
sured by the “ring back” that ringing 


back” indicates the repeated ringing of 
the called telephone, the calling sub- 
scriber, no answer being received, would 
depress the telephone receiver hook. 
When the circuit through the talking 
elements of the calling telephone is op- 
ened as a result of operating the receiver 
hook, double-wound, calling-current-sup- 
ply relay 2 is at once released. The res- 
toration of its right-hand armature con- 
tact spring to normal completes a path 
for a current flow through the winding 
cf recall relay 3 traceable as follows: 
Starting at the positive or grounded 
terminal of the common battery, the cur- 
rent passes through the lower normally- 
open make contact of sleeve relay 1 (now 
closed), the normally-closed make-and- 
break contact of double-wound, calling- 
current-supply relay 2, the third from the 
bottom normally-open contact of sleeve 
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Fig. 279. 


current is passing to the called line cir- 
cuit, may desire the operator to abandon 
the first call made and connect him with 
another line circuit. Such a case would 
occur when a grocery clerk, for instance, 
is calling a long list of customers for 
orders in the morning. After waiting 


until the continued receipt of the “ring 
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Cord Circuit with Complete Automatic Features. 


relay 9 (now closed), the winding of 
recall relay 3 and the common battery. 
As an immediate result, therefore, of 
the release of double-wound, current-sup- 
ply relay 2, recall relay 3 is operated. 
When recall relay 3 is operated, its nor- 
mally-closed make-and-break contact, 
shown at the top in Fig. 279, is opened 
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and the locking circuit of 
broken. 

The release of relay 5 instantly ter- 
minates the flow of intermittent ringing 
current out on to the called line circuit. 
This is proper since the calling subscriber 
has abandoned his call. By means of 
the normally-open make contact (shown 
as the second from the bottom in Fig. 
279 and now closed) the energizing cir- 
cuit of recall relay 3 is completed through 
one of its own contact points. This cir- 
cuit is traceable as follows: 

Starting at the positive or grounded 
terminal of the common battery, the cur- 
rent flows through the lower normally- 
open make-and-break contact of sleeve 
relay 9 (now closed), the normally-closed 
emergency listening key contact (shown 
at the lower right hand corner of Fig. 
279 near slow-acting relay 7), the nor- 
mally-open make contact of recall relay 
3 (now closed), the winding of recall re- 
lay 3, and the common battery. 

As a result of the flow of current over 
this circuit, recall relay 3 is locked in 
the operated position as long as sleeve 
relay 9 remains in the operated position; 
in other words, as long as the calling 
plug rests in the jack of the non-answer- 
ing called line circuit. 


relay 5 is 


1046. The flashing supervisory signal.— 
In the meantime the calling subscriber, 
desiring another connection, has released 
the receiver hook on his telephone and is 
awaiting the attention of the operator. 
When double-wound, calling-current-sup- 
ply relay 2 was first released, it com- 
pleted an obvious path for the current 
flow through calling supervisory lamp 12. 
The release of the receiver hook on the 
calling telephone, however, energizes re- 
lay 2 and interrupts this path, substitut- 
ing another one including a mechanically- 
cperated current interrupter. 

The current interrupter used for pro- 
ducing the flashing recall may be me- 
chanically driven, rotating on a shaft, or 
it may consist of two relays, one of which 
is slow-acting and which are mutually in- 
ter-controlled. The path over which the 
interrupted flow of current for producing 
a flashing of the calling supervisory lamp 
Lasses is traceable as follows: 

Starting at the positive or grounded 
terminal of the common battery, the cur- 
rent passes through the interrupter shown 
at the lower left-hand corner of Fig. 279, 
the winding of the recall pilot relay, the 
lower normally-open contact of recall re- 
lay 3 (now closed), the normally-open 
make-and-break contact of double-wound, 
calling-current-supply relay 2 (now 
closed), the calling supervisory lamp 12, 
and the common battery. 

When the circuit is completed through 
the interrupter, the lamp is displayed, 
and when the circuit is opened at the in- 
terrupter, the lamp is darkened. When 
double-wound, calling-current-supply re- 
lay 2 is first operated, the circuit over 


TELEPHONY 


which the energizing current for recall 
relay 3 passed is opened. It has been 
shown, however, that recall relay, once 
operated, is locked in the operated posi- 
tion under control of a normally-open 
contact of sleeve relay 9. 

When double-wound, calling-current- 
supply relay 2, therefore, is re-energized, 
recall relay 3 is not affected and remains 
in its operated condition. The release of 
double-wound, calling-current-supply re- 
lay 2, in making a recall, completes a 
circuit for the operation of recall relay 
3 and when it is re-energized the same 
normally-open make-and-break contact 
(now closed) completes a path for the 
energization of listening relay 6 as soon 
as the calling plug is removed from the 
jack of the called non-answering line cir- 
cuit. This is traceable as follows: 

Starting at the positive or grounded 
terminal of the common battery, the cur- 
rent flows through the lower normally- 
open contact of sleeve relay | 
closed), the normally-open make-and- 
break right-hand contact of double- 
wound, calling-current-supply relay 2 
(now closed), the normally-closed break 
contact of sleeve relay 9 (now open but 
closed whenever sleeve relay 9 is re- 
leased), the winding of listening relay 6 
and the common battery. 


(now 


The current flow over this circuit will 
occur just as soon as sleeve relay 9 is 
released and sleeve relay 9 will be at once 
released when the calling plug is removed 
from the line jack in which it is resting. 
In other words, just as soon as the opera- 
tor, responding to the flashing recall sig- 
nal, removes the calling plug from the 
jack of the called line, her telephone 
set will be reconnected to the cord circuit 
by the instant operation of listening re- 
lay 6 resulting from the flow of current 
ever the circuit traced. 


1047. Premature removal of answering 
plug—Should it happen that the answer- 
ing plug be removed prematurely, through 
error, the flow of interrupted ringing 
current on the called telephone circuit 
would not be interrupted but the operator 
would be at once apprised of her error 
by the flashing recall signal. The method 
by which this condition is brought about 
will be as clear if the following circuits 
are traced: 

The removal of the answering plug 
after the calling plug has been inserted 
into the called line jack and ringing has 
begun, will instantly release double- 
wound, calling-current-supply relay 2 and 
sleeve relay 1. The release of double- 
wound, calling-current-supply relay 2 in- 
stantly starts the operation of the flash- 
ing recall signal as has been shown. 

The release of sleeve relay 1 completes 
2 circuit through its normally-closed break 
contact shown at the top (now closed) 
which prevents the release of relay 5 
when recall relay 3 is operated by com- 
pleting the holding circuit. The holding 
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circuit affecting the continued operation 
of relay 5 may be traced as follows: 

Starting at the positive or grounded ter- 
minal of the common battery, the current 
now passes through the lower normally- 
open make-and-break contact of sleeve 
relay 9 (now closed), the left-hand nor- 
mally-closed contact of double-wound, 
called-current-supply relay 4, the nor- 
mally-open make-and-break contact of re- 
lay 5 (now closed), the normally-open 
make-and-break contact of recall relay 3 
(now closed), the normally-closed upper 
contact of sleeve relay 1 (now closed), 
the winding of relay 5, the resistance 8 
and the common battery. 


As a result, therefore, of the premature 
removal of the answering plug, ringing 
on the called line circuit is not stopped, 
since relay 5 is not retraced, and the 
operator is warned by the flashing recall 
signal of her error. 

By operating the emergency listening 
key shown at the left of slow-acting re- 
lay 7 in Fig. 279, the locking circuit of 
recall relay 3 is opened and the flashing 
recall signal is stopped. At the same time 
the operation of the emergency listening 
key completes a path for the operation of 
listening relay 6 placing the operator in 
communication again with the calling sub- 
scriber, the answering plug having pre- 
sumably been reinserted. The circuit over 
which listening relay 6 is energized in 
such a case is traceable as follows: 

Starting at the positive or grounded 
terminal of the common battery, the cur 
rent flows through the normally-open 
make-and-break contact of sleeve relay 9 
(now closed), the right-hand normally- 
closed contact of double-wound, called- 
current-supply relay 4, the normally-open 
contact of the emergency listening key 
(now closed), the winding of listening re- 
lay 6 and the common battery. 

The operator is afforded an opportunity 
to reassure the calling subscriber as to the 
attention his call is receiving, the ringing 
of the called telephone is not interfered 
with and the call proceeds toward com- 
pletion in the normal way after the an- 
swering plug is replaced and the emer- 
gency listening key has been restored to 
rormal. 

1048. The disconnect. 
pletion of the conversation, the two tele- 


Upon the com- 


phone receivers are replaced upon their 
hooks and the display of the two super- 
visory signals, in the conventional way, 
apprises the operator that the call is ter- 
minated and the connection may be re- 
moved. (To be continued) 





Georgia Company Moves Its 
Headquarters to Moultrie. 

The Consolidated Telephone & Tele- 
eraph Co. has moved its general offices 
irom Thomasville to Moultrie, Ga. The 
offices have been located at Thomasville 
since 1913. R. L. Stewart is vice-president 
and general manager. 











Sundry Snapshots Along the Trail 


Observations and Comments, Pertinent and Otherwise, 
On the Sunshine and Shadows of Telephone Work . 


We went and joined on to fight 
Th’ foes of Uncle Sam; 

We didn't ask their numbers 

An’ we didn’t give a da-rn. 


We stood th’ griefs of trainin’ camps 
Along with all the joys; 

An’ we drilled our bloomin’ heads off 
Along with th’ other boys. 


We herded in th’ troopships 

An’ we crossed th’ stormy foam 
Where we're meetin’ foes a plenty— 
But th’ worst we left at home. 


During the past week agents for the 
department of food conservation have 
been busy in this section ferreting out 
hoarded wheat and flour and allowing 
the guilty hoarders the option of donat- 
ing the amounts so found, to the Red 
Cross or to take their chances on a trial. 
They invariably donate and .have a 
change of heart—outwardly. 3ut we 
doubt whether there will be any real 
change within. 

When a wealthy farmer can composed- 
ly go about his daily affairs and worry 
not for the needy and starving over in 
Europe, whose plight he is helping to 
increase hy keeping hid many bushels of 
wheat which he does not need, in de- 
fiance of the law, I do not believe he is 
right in his heart, and no amount of 
donating will clear up his record. 

One farmer had over a_ thousand 
bushels of wheat stored in various places 
on his farm. Some of it was wheat from 
as far back as 1909, which, he admitted 
under cross examination, he was saving 
for the Kaiser. Can you beat it? 

These people have come over here 
with nothing and have been given or al- 
lowed to acquire some of the finest 
farms on the earth—and all the use they 
put them to in times of stress, is to help 
the enemy. 

There is some explanation for every 
act of man if we only go deep enough 
to find it, and the explanation for such 
acts is that these peoples have had the 
Cerman propaganda drilled into them 
from birth, as had the fathers and grand- 
fathers before them—all fed from the 
same spoon. It is like any other fish 
story in that the constant repetition and 
enlargement of the original tale, fixes 
the story into the mind eventually as an 
undisputed fact on which even the first 
rarrator would bet money if there were 
any way of proving it. 

Now, if it is a fact—and it is—that 
constant .advertising is the medium of 
cmbalming a fact perpetually in the 
human mind, why would it not be a 
grand thing for the telephone interests 


By Well Clay 


of the United States to have a small but 
select committee of men who could act 
as advisory advertising experts? Have 
them select from the mass of tele- 
phone facts available, a small num- 
ber of keystone facts which could be 
used as a starter by the telephone inter- 
ests in an advertising campaign which, 
we will say, is to last for the first hun- 
dred years. 

Take these facts, and have them few 
and simple, and let it be every man’s duty 
and care in the business to have them 
on his tongue ready for instant delivery 
to any listener and on all occasions. 
Then finally they would be so drilled in- 
to the public mind that in a few years 
the public themselves would find the 
words rising to their minds whenever the 
subject was mentioned. It would work a 
great change in a few years and a com- 
plete revolution in ten years. 

It has been the wrong impression re- 
flected on the public mind during the past 
years that has brought about much 
of what ails the business today. The 
ideas of low rates and unrestricted use 
of the lines have bred in the minds 
of most of the users the erroneous im- 
pression that telephone companies were 
making lots of money anyhow or they 
would not be working on such a basis. 

How the public reconciled the idea 
of low rates and high profits no one can 
explain. Even the commissioners of 
some of the states have been inoculated 
with the poison. The result has been 
disastrous to many telephone stockhold- 
ers without a doubt. Now that the 
government has the fat on the fire, there 
will be a great trying out and time will 
tell whether telephone securities in gen- 
eral will hold up and pan out at par. 

Whether the public has' used up the 
vital assets of the companies through 
inadequate rates up to this time, or 
whether the government will consider 
the fact that companies have worked up 
the business and got things more or less 
standardized and allow them a generous 
margin, for that in the form of good 
will, can and will soon be settled. 

There is also the further fact to take 
into consideration in the allowance for 
earnings. It is that the public has here- 
tofore been appropriating without pay- 
nient at least 25 per cent of the output 
of every telephone company in the mat- 
ter of free use of the telephone by non- 
subscribers. Is that lost forever, or will 
the new rates include pay for such 
service in the future? 

Another thing which may possibly be 
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changed in the new control, is that we 
may be relieved of the necessity of car- 
rying liability insurance as one of our 
burdens and that Uncle Sam will handle 
the matter as he handles liability in other 
ventures. The public will have to look 
to the government for pay in case of 
accident, as the stockholders will have 
no liability whatever beyond the guar- 
anty that their books reflect the true val- 
vation of the plant on the first day of 
August of the present year. 

The liability companies have been grad- 
tally increasing their rates the past few 
years by the simple process of shifting 
items in the schedules from one classifi- 
cation to another, until there is quite a 
substantial increase in the premium. 

Until quite recently, for instance, the 
companies which wrote liability insurance 
would inciude the salary of the manager 
of a small company under the head of 
office rates. Later they divided it and 
allowed half of it to go as office rates 
and the balance at lineman’s figures, 
which are, of course, much higher. 
Later on they put the whole of the 
manager’s salary on the outside list, in 
spite of the fact that managers seldom, 
if ever, do any strictly lineman’s work 
but confine their duties to supervision 
and inspection. 

The one thing which seems to have 
been the matter with telephone opera- 
tion the past few years is the gradual 
but continuous accumulation of the over- 
head expenses—like a log floating in the 
the river, continually soaking with 
moisture and sinking lower and lower in 
the stream until it is at the water level 
and able to buoy up nothing but its own 
weight, or until such a time as it is un 
able to do that and sinks below the sur- 
face a menace to traffic. Unless some of 
the overhead is removed, as seems un- 
likely, or the government puts the rates 
where they belong according to the exist- 
ing order of prices for other commodi- 
ties, the telephone will also follow the 
law of nature and succumb to the in- 
fluences of gravity. 

The railroads were an example and any 
public utility must expect the same re- 
sult, if no changes are made. When 
Uncle Sam has had hold of things a 
while, many managers will get over the 
habit of worrying about a little matter 
like stockholders. The post office em- 
ployes do not seem to be manifesting 
much concern over a deficit in revenues 

APHORISM: When Noah's Ark 
sprung a leak, the ducks manifested no 
concern. 
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Those Present at Chicago Meeting 


A 

A. F. Adams, Kansas City, Mo., presi- 
dent, The Gary System. 

C. J. Anderson, Chicago, representing 
Marion County Electric Co., Knoxville, 
lowa. ‘ 

P. P. Anderson, Canton, Ill, manager, 
Canton Home Telephone Co. and Farm- 


ingten Telephone Co. 

George Annan, Lincoln, Ill., manager, 
Central Illinois Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. 

J. S. Appleman, 
companies 
bin, New 

Ge 


Chicago, representing 
operating in Oskaloosa, Al- 
Sharon and Eddyville, Iowa. 
Archer, Louisville, Ky., general 
auditor, Louisville Home Telephone Co. 
Geo. E. Atkinson, Creston, lowa, sec- 
retary-manager, Creston Mutual Tele- 
phone Co. 


B 

W. M. Bailey, Richmond, Ind., general 
manager, Richmond Home Telephone Co. 

*. L. Barber, Aurora, IIl., vice-presi- 
dent, Inter-State Independent Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. 

E. I. Bates, Chippewa Falls, Wis., su- 
perintendent, Chippewa County Tele- 
phone Co. 

B. H. Batte, St. Louis, Mo., 
manager, Utilities Indemnity 
E. H. Bauch, Park Falls, 
tary-treasurer, Glidden 
Frank L. Beam, Mount Vernon, Ohio, 
president, Ohio Independent Telephone 
Association and president, Mount Ver- 

non Telephone Co. 


assistant 
Exchange. 
Wis., secre- 
Telephone Co. 


Earle D. Bellamy, Knoxville, Iowa, 
manager, Marion County Electric Co. 

Herbert Bellamy, Knoxville, Iowa, sec- 
retary, Marion County Electric Co. 

W. F. Benoist, Chicago, sales mana- 
ger, Automatic Electric Co. 

O. F. Berry, Carthage, Ill., president 
and general manager, Mississippi Valley 
Telephone Co. and Independent Tele- 
graph & yg Co. 

Harold L. Beyer, Grinnell, !owa, presi- 
dent, Interior Telephone Co. and What 
Cheer Telephone Co. 

A. L. Biglow, Ashland, Wis., secretary- 
general manager, Ashland Home Tele- 
phone Co. 

Frank Binkley, Bellefontaine, Ohio, 
general manager and secretary, United 


Telephone Co. 
Frank E. 


30ohn, Fort Wayne, Ind., sec- ° 
retary and assistant general manager, 
Home Telephone & Telegraph Co., and 


president, Indiana Independent Telephone 

\ssociation. 
R. M. 

\villa 


3oszar, Avilla, Ind., 
Mutual Telephone Co. 

W. L. Bott. Rensselaer, Ind., 
treasurer and manager, 
Telephone Co. 

Jerome W. Boyer, West Plains, Mo., 
president and manager, West Plains Tel- 
ephone Co. 

E. Brande, Silver Lake, Ind., 
ger, Peoples Mutual 


manager, 


secretary- 
Jasper County 


mana- 
Telephone Co. 


Jesse V. Bright, Flora, Ind., treasurer, 
Flora Telephone Co. 

Thos. Bromley, Jr.. Muskegon, Mich., 
eneral manager, United Home Tele- 
phone Co. 

W. G. Brorein, Tampa, Fla., president 
and general manager, Peninsular Tele- 
phone Co. and president, Florida Tele- 
phone Association. 


J. A. Browne, Winchester, Ind., gen- 


eral manager, Eastern Indiana Telephone 
Co. 


F. Bruner, 


Rantoul, Ill., manager, 

Coon Brothers Telephone Co. 
W. R. Burns, Munising, Mich., presi- 
dent, Munising Telephone & Electric Co. 


Albert Bush, 
president, 

W. H. I 
dent and 
phone Co. 


Columbia City, Ind., 
Farmers Mutual Telephone Co. 
siryant, Mobile, Ala., vice-presi- 
general manager, Hot ne Tele- 


Cc 


Lincoln, Ind., 
Deer Creek 
Geo. X. Cannon, 
eral manager, 

phone Co. 

J. Carter, Chicago, general sales 
manager, Kellogg Switchboard & Supply 
Co. 

Albert B. Chase, 
secretary-treasurer, 
Telephone Co. 

M. L. Clouser, Thornton, Ind., 
ger, Thornton Telephone Co. 


Oral Caldwell, 
manager, 


general 
Telephone Co. 

Freeport, Ill, gen- 
Stephenson County Tele- 


South 
Van 


Mich., 
County 


Haven, 
Buren 


manhi- 


J. W. Coffey, Indianapolis, Ind., Cof- 
fev System & Audit Co. 

Fred M. Cole, Ashland, Wis., presi- 
dent, Ashland Home Telephone Co. 

J. W. Collins, Lincoln, IL, vice-presi- 
dent, Mt. Pulaski Telephone & Electric 
Co. 

L. B. Collins, Woodward, Okla., presi- 
dent, Fort Supply Telephone & Tele- 


graph Co. 
L. Cook, Chicago, 

able Electric Co. 

Jas. N. Cox, Cookeville, 
manager, Gainesboro 

Howard I. Crawford, Wausau, Wis 
superintendent, Wausau Telephone Co. 

J. C. Crowley, Jr., Superior, Wis., sec- 
retary-treasurer and manager, Peoples 
Telephone Co. 

F. O. Cuppy, Lafayette, Ind., secre- 
tary-treasurer and general manager, La- 
fayette Telephone Co. 


president, Reli- 


Tenn., general 
Telephone Co. 


” 


J. Curren, Elyria, Ohio, president 
and manager, Elyria Telephone Co. 
D 

Chas. C. Deering, Des Moines, Iowa, 
secretary, Iowa Independent Telephone 
Association. 

J. H. Denkhoff, Dyersville, Iowa, sec- 
retary, Interstate Telephone Co. and 
president, Iowa Independent Telephone 
Association. 

R. O. Dorland, LaPorte, Ind., general 


manager, LaPorte Telephone Co. 
J. C. Duncan, Knoxville. Tenn., presi- 
dent, Peoples Telephone & Telegraph Co., 


president, Southern States Independent 
Telephone Association. 

E 
.J. B. Edwards, Chicago, president and 


general manager, Kellogg Switchboard & 
Supply Co. 

Frank L. Eldridge, Chicago, sales de- 
partment, Kellogg Switchboard & Supply 
Co. 

F 


Hart F. Farwell, Terre Haute, Ind., 
president and general manager, Citizens 
Independent Telephone Co. 

E. C. Fifer, South Haven, 
eral manager, Van Buren 
phone Co. 

E. C. Fish, Clifton, Ill., president and 
treasurer, Local Telephone Co. 

E. B. Fisher, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Henry P. Folsom, Circleville, Ohio, 
vice-president, Citizens’ Telephone Co.: 
secretary, Ohio Independent Telephone 
Association. 
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Mich., 
County 


gen- 


Tele- 


L. Ford, 
wanuaiomen 
Co. 

Wm. Fortune, Indianapolis, Ind., 
dent, Indianapolis Telephone Co. 
Frank F. Fowle, Chicago, 

Central Union Telephone Co. 
George R. Fuller, Rochester, N. Y., 
president, Rochester Telephone Co 


G 


Ed D. Glandon, Pittsfield, Ill, secre- 
tary-manager, Pike County Telephone 
Co. and Independent Toll Clearing Co. 
and president, Illinois Independent Tele- 
phone Association. 

W. F. Goodrich, 
retary-treasurer and 
Telephone Co. 


Carbondale, IIl., 
Murphysboro 


general 
Telephone 


presi- 


receiver, 


Wis., sec- 


LaCrosse 


LaCrosse, 
manager, 


Dr. R. E. Gordon, El Paso, IIl., presi- 
dent and manager, El Paso Telephone 
Co. and secretary, Illinois Independent 


Telephone Association. 
Jay Greaves, Glencoe, Minn., 
McLeod County Telephone Co. 


president, 


E. E. Gregg, treasurer, Commercial 
— & Telegraph Co., Olney, Ill. 

L. C. Griffitts, Seymour, Ind., presi- 
dent, Seymour Telephone Co. 

H 

\. V. Hageman, Lorain, Ohio, treas- 
urer, Black River Telephene Co. 

H. E. Hageman, Lorain, Ohio, secre- 
tary, Black River Telephone Co. 

J. B. Haley, Chicago, sales department, 


Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. 


Geo. L. Hall, Dowagiac, Mich.,  re- 
ceiver, Cass County Home Telephone 
Co. 

Roy W. Hall, Westfield, Ill, owner 
and manager, Westfield-Kansas_ Tele- 
phone Co. 

Samuel J. Hanna, Caledonia, Mich., 


vice-president, Leighton Telephone Co. 
T. E. Hanway, Monticello, Ind., mana- 
ger, Monticello Telephone Co. 


A. M. Haubrich, Chicago manager, 
Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co. 

W. P. Hawley, Bluefield, W. Va., gen- 
eral manager, Bluefield Telephone Co. 

Geo. P. Haywood, Lafayette, Ind., 
president, Lafayette Telephone Co. 

C. B. Head, Petersburg, Ind., general 
manager, Pike County Telephone Co. 

Fred J. Heavens, Pittsburgh, Pa., su- 


perintendent of plant. Pittsburgh & Alle- 


gheny Telephone Co. and president, 
Western Pennsylvania Independent Tele- 
phone Association. 

N. Heineman, Wausau, Wis., presi- 
dent, Wausau Telephone Co. 

S. M. Heller, Louisville, Ky., general 
manager, Central Home Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. 

A. C. Himebaugh, Burr Oak, Mich., 
president, Southern Michigan Telephone 
Co. 

R. L. Himebaugh, Burr Oak, Mich., 


secretary-treasurer, Southern Michigan 
Telephone Co. 

P. C. Holdoegel, 
secretary-manager, 
phone Co. 

W. W. Holliday, Jacksonville, IIl., 
president and gerieral manager, Illinois 
Telephone Co. 

M. F. Hosea, Indianapolis, Ind., traffic 
manager, Indianapolis Telephone Co. and 
secretary-treasurer, Indiana Independent 
Telephone Association. 

Fred Howe, Janesville, Wis., 
Rock County Telephone Co. 


Iowa, 
Tele- 


Rockwell City, 
Central Mutual 


president, 
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Titus Hunsberger, Caledonia, Mich., 
secretary, Leighton Telephone Co. 

N. G. Hunter, Wabash, Ind., president, 
Home Telephone Co. 

L. E. Hurtz, Lincoln, Neb., general 
mariager, Lincoln Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. and secretary-treasurer, Ne- 
braska Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion. ' 


H. E. Inks, Ligonier, Ind., Ligonier 
Telephone Co. 


J 
W. W. Johnson, Jefferson City, Mo., 
secretary, Missouri Telephone Associa- 
tion. 
K 


E. C. Kast, Minneapolis, Minn., secre- 
tary and assistant treasurer, Minnesota 
Independent Telephone Association. 

Frank A. Knapp, Bellevue, Ohio, pres- 
ident and general manager, Local Tele- 
phone Co. and Bellevue Home Telephone 


O. 

H. H. Knipe, Olney, Ill, president, 
Commercial Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

Charles E. Koontz, Bremen, Ind., man- 
ager, Bremen Home Telephone Co. 

L. M. Kraege, Topeka, Kans., secre- 
tary, Kansas Independent Telephone As- 
sociation. : 


J. M. Lenz, Chicago, secretary-treas- 
urer, Runzel-Lenz Electric Mfg. Co. 

F. D. Lindquist, Fulda, Minn., secre- 
tary-manager, Fulda Telephone Co. and 
president, Minnesota Independent Tele- 
phone Association. 

W. C. Lumpkin, Mattoon, Ill., general 
manager, Coles County Telephone & Tel- 
egraph Co. - 


F. B. MacKinnon, Washington, D. C., 
vice-president, United States Independent 
Telephone Association. 

Patrick J. Maloney, Columbia City, 
Ind., manager, Whitley County Tele- 
phone Co. 

N. E. Mann, Macomb, IIl., president, 
Mann Telephone Co. 

Chas. M. Martz, Tipton, Ind., secre- 
tary-treasurer, Arcadia Telephone Co., 
also representing Tipton Telephone Co. 

Roy F. Mapes, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
secretary-treasurer, Michigan Independ- 
ent Telephone & Traffic Association. 

W. Roy McCanne, Rochester, N. Y., 
treasurer and general manager, Strom- 
berg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co. 

Houck McHenry, Jefferson City, Mo., 
general manager and secretary, Capital 
Telephone Co.; president, Missouri Tele- 
phone Association. 

C. Y. McVey, Columbus, Ohio, presi- 
dent, Ohio State Telephone Co. 

W. J. Melchers, Owosso, Mich., gen- 
eral manager, Union Telephone Co. 

J. D. Milburn, Chicago, district sales 
manager, Page & Hill Co. 

A. L. Miller, Syracuse, Ind., manager, 
Syracuse Home Telephone Co. 

A. B. Minton, Murphysboro, IIl., presi- 
dent, Murphysboro Telephone Co. 

N 

D. M. Neill, Red Wing, Minn., presi- 
dent, Red Wing Telephone Co. 

Fred A. Norris, Monmouth, Ill., man- 
ager, Monmouth Telephone Co. 

Oo 

D. Ocelkers, Clyde, Kans., manager, 
Clyde Telephone Co. 

John L. Osborn, Veedersburg, Ind., 
manager, Veedersburg Telephone Co. 

P 

Wm. S. Paca, Oil City, Pa., general 

manager, Petroleum Telephone Co. 
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Albert Parlett, Bristol, Va.-Tenn., 
president, Bristol Telephone Co. 

H. R. Phend, Milford, Ind., manager, 
Royal Telephone Co. 

J. M. Plaister, Fort Dodge, Iowa, gen- 
eral manager, Fort Dodge Telephone Co. 

P. S. Pogue, Louisville, Ky.,. general 
manager, Louisville Home Telephone Co. 

Chas. R. Pratt, Flat River, Mo., gen- 
eral manager, Lead Belt Telephone Co. 

John A. Pratt, Madison, Wis., secre- 
tary, Wisconsin State Telephone Associ- 
ation. 

Warren Pratt, Kearney, Neb., presi- 
dent, Kearney Telephone Co. 

E. A. Purcell, Taylorville, Ill., general 
ane, Christian County Telephone 
0. 


R 


H. Linton Reber, St. Louis, Mo., pres- 
ident, Kinloch Telephone System. 

M. P. Richardson, Janesville, Wis., 
enemas Rock County Telephone 

oO. 

J. F. Risser, Des Plaines, Ill., manager, 
Des Plaines Telephone Co. 

G. W. Robinson, St. Paul, Minn., pres- 
ident, Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. 

F. H. Runkel, Portage, Wis., secretary- 
treasurer, Portage Telephone Co.; pres- 
ident, Wisconsin State Telephone Asso- 
ciation. 

Chester Ruth, Chicago, assistant sales 
manager, Frank B. Cook Co. 


Ss 


G. L. Saunders, Grinnell, Iowa, secre- 
tary, Interior Telephone Co. 

W. J. Savage, Kinder, La., represent- 
ing Southern Telephone Co. of Louisiana 
and South Arkansas Telephone Co., 
Hampton, Ark. 

E. H. Schmidt, Indianapolis, Ind., re- 
ceiver, Central Union Telephone Co. 

Edward G. Schuettge, Chicago, treas- 
urer, Frank B. Cook Co. 

J. W. Scott, Warsaw, Ind., manager, 
Commercial Telephone Co.; general man- 
ager, Noble Telephone Co., Albion, Ind. 

C. A. Shock, Sherman, Texas, secre- 
tary and general manager, Grayson Tele- 
phone Co. 

W. H. Slingluff, Chicago, John A. 
Roebling’s Sons Co. 

C. E. Smith, Morenci, Mich., secretary- 
manager, Morenci Telephone Co. 

H. B. Smith, Ashland, Ky., general 
manager, Ashland Telephone Co. 

Henry W. Soest, Churubusco, Ind., 
president, Churubusco Telephone Co. 

J. A. Steninger, Parker, S. D., presi- 
dent, Steninger Telephone Co.; president, 
South Dakota Independent Telephone 
Associaiton. 

R. L. Stewart, Thomasville, Ga., vice- 
president and general manager, Consol- 
idated Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

R. B. Still, Tyler, Texas, secretary and 
general manager, Gulf States Telephone 
Co.; president, Texas Telephone Associ- 
ation. 

Claude R. Stoops, Nappanee, Ind., 
owner-manager, Nappanee Telephone Co. 

J. C. Sullivan, Creston, Iowa, presi- 
dent, Creston Mutual Telephone Co. 

D. A. Swanson, Paxton, Ill., manager, 
Central Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

Howard Swartz, Ashland, Ohio, sec- 
retary and general manager, Star Tele- 
phone Co. 


T 


C. E. Tarte, Grand Rapids, Mich., gen- 
eral manager, Citizens Telephone Co. 
Arthur Taylor, Rhinelander, Wis., 


president, Rhinelander Telephone Co. 
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W. O. Taylor, Andrews, Ind., presi- 
dent-manager, Lagro-Andrews Telephone 
Co. 

Samuel Tomlinson, Plymouth, Ind., 
president, Winona Telephone Co. 

H. C. Todd, Maryville, Mo., vice-presi- 
dent and general manager, Hanamo Tel- 
ephone Co. 

Clyde O. Trask, Saginaw, Mich., presi- 
dent, Valley Home Telephone Co. 

Lyman Q. Trumbull, Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, secretary, Monarch Telephone 
Mfg. Co. 


U 


Walter J. Uhl, Logansport, Ind., sec- 
retary-manager, Logansport Home Tele- 
phone Co. 


Ww 


E. E. Wallace, Sandwich, IIl., secretary 
and general manager, Northern Illinois 
Telephone Co. 

C. A. Warner, Monon, Ind., owner- 
manager, Monon Telephone Co. 

W. W. Washburn, Goodland, Ind., 
manager, Western Indiana Telephone Co. 

P. J. Weirich, Monroe, Wis., president 
and general manager, United Telephone 


O. 

A. T. West, Spokane, Wash., secretary, 
Independent Telephone Association ctf 
Washington. 

H. E. Wilder, Angola, Ind., secretary, 
Home Telephone Co. 

W. H. Wilson, Erie, Pa., general man- 
ager, Union Telephone Co. 

W. N. Winter, Everett, Wash., presi- 
dent and general manager, Puget Sound 
Telephone Co. 

E. Witwen, Prairie du Sac, Wis., 
secretary, Twin City Telephone Co. 

A. P. Woodruff, Savanna, Ill., presi- 
dent-manager, Carroll County Indepen- 
dent Telephone Co. 

H. J. Woodward, Woodward, Okla., 
superintendent-treasurer, Fort Supply 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

John H. Wright, Jamestown, N. Y.,, 
general manager, Home Telephone Co. 


Y 


Fred A. Young, Dowagiac, Mich., aud- 
itor, Cass County Home Telephone Co. 





COMPENSATION BASIS. 
(Continued from page 12) 
expressed his appreciation of the remem- 

brance. 
Vice-President MacKinnon then read 
a telegram giving the order issued by 
Postmaster-General Burleson relative to 
the consolidation of competing proper- 
ties and the appointment of several com- 
mittees. Mr. Burleson’s order will be 
found upon another page of this issue. 


Railroad Plan Favored. 


Judge Hunter was the first speaker of 
the afternoon on the subject of compen- 
sation. He stated that when a statute is 
drawn broadly, it means to comprehend 
any condition that may arise and when it 
is drawn specifically, it is specific in its 
limitations. He advocated adding an 
amendment to the railroad compensation 
act and expressed his opinion that, in the 
main, telephone companies can afford to 
accept the railroad act and that no doubt 
the law will be enlarged to cover any 
condition. 

Referring to the purpose of the gov- 
ernment in taking over the telephone 
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companies, he declared that in his mind 
it was done for the purpose of obtaining 
revenue. The telephone industry is a 
great enterprise and the government took 
over the systems for the revenues which 
it will obtain. Revenue being the pur- 
pose, the government naturally wants to 
know what compensation it will have to 
pay for the use of the properties. He 
declared it the companies’ duty to grant 
to the government every possible privilege 
that means the winning of the war. 

In closing, Judge Hunter stated his 
belief that the railroad act is broad 
enough and comprehensive enough to 
cover the entire proposition, especially if 
a broader scheme is added. 

W. H. Bryant, of Mobile, Ala., en- 
dorsed Judge Hunter’s remarks and sug- 
gested that the matter of compensation 
be referred to the board of directors for 
clarification. 


Railroad Plan Opposed. 

Frank F. Fowle, of Chicago, one of the 
receivers of the Central Union Telephone 
Co., was then given the floor. He asked, 
“Is the railroad plan wanted. Yes or 
no?” He then analyzed the telephone 
and railroad conditions. 

The railroads form a trunk line sys- 
tem doing an interstate business while 
the telephone companies do an intrastate 
business. As regard rates, railroads do 
business under a fixed condition and are 
regulated by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. The same rates are speci- 
fied for all railroads and not for the in- 
dividual companies. The telephone com- 
panies are local organizations and can 
ask state commissions for rates as in- 
dividual companies. 

In regard to competition, Mr. Fowle 
stated that if railroads are in competi- 
tions, they cannot go to the government te 
get permission to merge because of the 
anti-trust laws. “These conditions,” de- 
clared Mr. Fowle, “make all the differ- 
ence in the world between telephone com- 
panies and railroads. To say that rail- 
roads should have compensation based 
upon three-year pre-war revenues may be 
pretty fair to the railroads, but do not 
apply it to the telephone companies. If 
adopted by telephone companies, it would 
not give them a fair return on the in- 
vestment.” 

He declared that the railroad plan is 
not fair to telephone companies and op- 
posed its acceptance. “What is a fair 
basis?” asked Mr. Fowle. “Assuming for 
the present that we are going to manage 
our properties as before, why not say 
we are entitled to what we would ob- 
tain ourselves? Set minimum and maxi- 
mum limits, say, for instance, three 
vears’ revenues for a lower limit and 
for an upper limit, a fair return on a 
reasonable value of our property as giv- 
en by state commissions.” 

Mr. Fowle, in closing, warned against 
2 bill of particulars and declared that if 
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the present managements continue to 
operate the properties, it is fair to claim 
a net income equal to an average of 
three years and not more than a fair 
return on a reasonable value of the 
properties. 

Senator O. F. Berry, of Carthage, III. 
asked relative to rates and the authority 
cf the commissions regarding them. 

William Fortune, of Indianapolis, Ind., 
answered that the state commissions have 
been instructed to go ahead with valua- 
tions and rate matters by Postmaster- 
General Burleson. He favored the 
adoption by the meeting, of the report 
crawn up by representatives of Class A 
companies and expressed his belief that 
its acceptance would not put the tele- 
phone companies at a disadvantage. 


“The report,’ declared Mr. Fortune, 
“gives the best judgment on the question 
that we have been able to form at the 
present time.” He endorsed Mr. Fowle’s 
argument in general as sound. 

In closing, Mr. Fortune urged consid- 
eration of a simpler plan of procuring 
authorization of rates for service suf- 
ficient to provide a fair rental-value on 
telephone property as a basis for provid- 
ing compensation for its use. He moved 
the adoption of the following paragraph 
of the statement of the representatives 
of the Class A companies: 

“Tt is believed that the general plan 
cf compensation to the railroads on a 
basis of pre-war earnings for a three- 
year period cannot be generally applied 
justly and equitably to the Independent 
telephone industry.” Upon vote this mo- 
tion was carried. 

C. Y. McVey, of Columbus, Ohio, 
moved that the entire report of the rep- 
resentatives of Class A companies be re- 
ferred to the board of directors with in- 
structions that a general exception clause 
be added to the statement and suggestions 
as brought out in the discussion, be con- 
sidered. Several suggestions were then 
made and Mr. McVey’s motion carried. 

Upon motion by Perry C. Holdoegel, 
Rockwell City, Iowa, seconded by John 
H. Wright, of Jamestown, N. Y. the 
meeting adjourned to reconvene on Sat- 
urday morning, at which time the board 
of directors was instructed to report. 

The board of directors of the associa- 
tion at two meetings considered the sug- 
gestions brought out and adopted a state- 
ment for presentation to the meeting. 


Compensation Basis Decided Upon. 

At the opening of the Saturday morn- 
ing session President Robinson very 
briefly explained the meaning of the 
term, “rental-value” as used in the state- 
ment, as there appeared to be some ques- 
tion as to its meaning. 

Vice-President MacKinnon then read 
the statement which had been drawn up 
by the board of directors and which ap- 
pears in full on page 11 of this issue. 


A. F. Adams, of Kansas City, Mo., 
then explained more in detail the idea 
Lack of the use of 
value.” 


the word, “rental- 
He set forth the idea that in the 
renting of a property various factors are 
considered by both owner and prospec- 
tive tenant. . The value at which a prop- 
erty rents is decided after a careful con- 
sideration of a great many factors. For 
renting purposes a property has a value 
which may be different from other 
values. And this was the idea back of 
the use of the word “rental-value.” 

Houck McHenry, of Jefferson City, Me.., 
then moved the adoption of the state- 
ment as presented by the board of di- 
nectors, which was seconded by several. 
Upon vote the motion was unanimously 
adopted. 


P. J. Weirich, of Monroe, Wis., pre- 
sented a motion that appreciation of the 
telephone men be expressed to the officers 
and committee for the work which they 
have done in looking after the Indepen- 
cent interests. It is needless to say that 
there was no opposition to this motion 
which was unanimously carried when put 
tc vote by Mr. Weirich. W. H. 
then made the motion to adjourn. 


Bryant 


State Association Officers Meet. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, a 
meeting of the officers of the various 
state associations was keld. Vice-Presi- 
dent MacKinnon told of plans whereby 
the state associations could become of 
greater value to their members. 


One officer stated that there were a 
number of companies in his state which 
were unaware that they were being op- 
erated by the government until they had 
received a notice from the state associa- 
tion. Thereupon they called a meeting 
and asked the state secretary to attend 
and give them further information. In 
that section of the state, the only pa- 
pers were the weekly county newspapers 
and they had not mentioned government 
control of the telephone. 

3efore the meeting adjourned, a vote 
of appreciation of Vice-President Mac- 
Kinnon’s activities in Washington and 
his co-operation in advising the state as- 
sociations of developments, was tendered 
him. 

Those who attended the Chicago meet- 
ing were very well satisfied with the 
manner in which the association officials 
have looked after the interests of the 
Independent companies. An instance of 
this was revealed in the brief discussion 
on late Friday afternoon relative to con- 
tinuing the meeting on Saturday. An 
Oklahoma man who had traveled some 
900 miles to Chicago, declared after 
listening to the discussions and reports 
of the officers that he was very well con- 
tent to rely upon the judgment of the 
association’s officers in any action they 
might deem it advisable to take. That 
was the general consensus of opinion. 








Biographical and Personal Notes 


E. L. Harman has soid his interest 
in the New Union Telephone Co., of 
Dodgeville, Wis., which he has op- 
erated since last October, J. A. Pratt, 
and others of Madison, Wis., having 
taken over the property August 12. In 

















E. L. Harman Sold His Telephone Interests 
and Awaits Call for Older Men to Fight. 


a letter to TELEPHONY renewing his sub- 
scription, Mr. Harman states that he is 
looking for a salaried position until 
Uncle Sam makes his call for “good 
old men” to help bottle tne kaiser. 

Mr. Harman has been engaged in 
the telephone business for over 15 
years. After a few years’ experience 
in the manufacturing end of the tele- 
phone game, he entered the operating 
field about 1904 as manager of the 
Disko & Laketon Telephone Co., Dis- 
ko, Ind. He later became manager 
also of the Akron Telephone Co., of 
Akron, Ind. 

In 1916 he purchased an interest in 
the Mineral Point Telphone Co., at 
Mineral Point, Wis., and after operat- 
ing the plant for about a year, sold 
his interest. He then secured a stock 
interest in the New Union Telephone 
Co., of Dodgeville, of which he has 
just disposed. 

Mr. Harman was born in Disko, Ind., 
November 1, 1876. He was educated 
in the schools of North Manchester, 
Ind., and the Ohio State University. 
After finishing college, he taught 
school for a short while before enter- 
ing the telephone field. 

President Geo. W. Robinson, of the 
Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
St. Paul, Minn., celebrated the 50th an- 
niversary of his birth on August 15. On 


that day Mr. Robinson was in Chicago 
attending a meeting of the United 
States Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation, of which he is president. None 
of his friends were aware of the fact 
until Mrs. Robinson inadvertently re- 
ferred to it, for he was attending to busi- 
ness as usual. on his birthday. At 
the opening of the afternoon session 
of the meeting Judge N. G. Hunter, 
of Wabash, Ind., took the floor and 
presented Mr. Robinson with a large 
bouquet of American beauty roses in 
honor of his natal anniversary. 

Mr. Robinson a week ago paid a 
visit to his son, Donald B. Robinson, 
of the 309th field” signal battalion, 
Camp Sherman, Ohio. He was quite 
surprised to find that Donald in addition 
to being company commander was also 
acting battalion commander, in the ill- 
ness of Major F. L. Shuman. Not only 
was he acting major but on the day of 
Mr. Robinson’s visit he was sharing 
the duties of chief signal officer in the 
camp in the absence of the colonel in 
command. Naturally both Mr. and 
Mrs. Robinson are quite proud of their 
versatile son who is able to be a 
colonel, a major and a captain all at 
one and the same time. 


Charles E. Heston, who last summer 
was awarded a captain’s commission in 
the United States Signal Corps, has been 
advanced to the rank of major. Major 
Heston has had a wide and varied experi- 
ence in both the operating and manu fac- 
turing ends of the telephone business and 
is well known to Independent telephone 
men. 

He was sales manager for the Strom- 
berg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co. for 
several years and during that time he 
specialized on sales of apparatus to the 
government and was, therefore, in a posi- 
tion to become thoroughly familiar with 
the development and manufacture of 
niilitary telephone equipment. Major 
Heston is stationed in Washington, D. C. 


W. S. Williams has resigned his po- 
sition as local manager of the Tri- 
State Telephone & Telegraph Co. in 
St. Paul, Minn. Mr. Williams has been 
connected with the commercial end of 
the telephone business in the Twin 
Cities for the past 17 years. 


J. C. Hardy, St. Paul commercial 
manager of the Northwestern Tele- 
phone Exchange Co., has been made 
commercial manager by the Tri-State 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. for the 
consolidated exchanges. The plan for 
the division of property by the North- 
western Beil and Tri-State companies 
gives the entire field in St. Paul to the 
Tri-State company and its commercial 
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department has been moved to the 
Northwestern Exchange Co. building. 

F. M. Strasser, manager of the Lin 
coln Telephone & Telegraph Co. at 
David City, Neb., has resigned to join 
the colors. He has been succeeded by 
A. T. Gille, manager at Bennet, who is 
in turn succeeded by G. C. Burton, 
manager at College View. S. Buzzell 
will become manager at College View. 

William Wohlhuter has been made 
manager of the Tri-State Telephone 
& Telegraph Co.’s exchange at Albert 
Lea, Minn. 

Peter M. Ferguson, manager of the 
Mankato Citizens Telephone Co., of 
Mankato, Minn., has been appointed in- 
structor in telephony at the Minnesota 
State University, which is drawing up 
a course to be taught to men who have 


‘been inducted into army service for 


special training. The course will cover 
practically ten months of training and 
will include general telephone work as 
well as field signal work. 

Having been engaged in telephone 
work in Minnesota since he was 14 
years of age and being active in the ai- 
fairs of the state Indenendent  tele- 
phone association, of which he is treas- 
urer, Mr. Ferguson is well known 
among telephone men in that state. He 




















P. M. Ferguson Now an Instructor in 
Telephony at Minnesota State University. 


has been with the Mankato company 
since 1907, starting in the capacity of 
wire chief and being promoted to th: 
position of manager two years later 
His many friends in the field will be 
interested to learn of his new activities 
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From Factory and Salesroom 


Conventions: 


What Automatic Electric Co. Is 
Doing for Men in Service. 
Armies win battles, but nations 
The United States of America 
expects every man and woman to do their 
part in the winning of the Maxi- 


win 


wars. 


war. 


bership which is 100 per cent. Every 


employe is a member of the association. 
The money thus collected is used in send- 
ing packages of comforts to the men in 
the army and navy, paying postage on 
letters members 


written to the boys by 





Things to Delight the Hearts of Automatic Employes Now in Uncle Sam’s Service. 


mum effort by those at home, in support 
of those who have gone, is the quickest 
and surest method to the securing of a 
satisfactory peace. 

The employes of Automatic Electric 
Co. have been called to extend greater ef- 
torts than ever before in meeting the 
enormously increased demands made by 
Uncle Sam and private 
automatic telephone equipment, which is 
being called into service, not only in ac- 
tive military circles, but by private busi- 
nesses to promote efficiency and augment 
increased production. 

Early in the war the employes adopted 
the slogan “Do the most you can, first, last 
and all the time’ and unswerving devo- 
tion to this policy has enabled the Auto- 
matic Electric Co. to establish exceptional 
records in production of equipment. 

3ut the spirit of “Win the War” has 
not stopped with efficiency in the factory 
and the work of the Soldiers & Sailors’ 
Service Association in backing the boys 
who have left for the front has won 
Praise and commendation from many of- 
icers and men in the military service. 

The Service association is maintained 
by monthly dues collected from a mem- 


businesses for 


of the association, and extending aid in 
every possible way to the men and their 
families. 

Over 1,000 letters have been written to 
the men by members of the association 
and a package is sent each month to every 
man whose address is available. The ar- 
ticles included in the package are of the 
men’s own choice. 
furnished on 


Requisition blanks are 
which the 
things which they most desire. Tobacco 
and candy, of course, constitute the bulk 
of the requests, but no restrictions are 
placed on the things sent, as is evidenced 
by the wide range of articles included in 
every monthly shipment. 

The accompanying photograph shows a 
part of one month’s requests ready to be 
made into packages and sent the boys. 
Five hundred packages of cigarettes, 100 
cans of tobacco, five dozen tubes of 
teoth paste and a like number of shav- 
ing cream are included, besides trench 
mirrors, candy, chewing gum, shaving and 
tooth brushes, towels, handkerchiefs, 
razor blades and many smaller articles. 

To date 220 men have left Automatic 
Electric Co. to take active participation 
in the war, many of them highly trained 
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men list those 


Indiana, Indianapolis, September 11-13; Illinois, Peoria, November 6-8 


who have 


experts, won commissions in 
the signal corps. One gold star is in- 


cluded in the service flag, John Adams, 
of the 
the first 


wire department being 
life 
Details of his death are 


enameled 
Automatic man to give his 
for his country. 
meager but he was one of those who so 
defended the American 


valiantly sector 


front during the second 
German drive of late June. 


Automatic 


on the western 


Electric Co. and employes 
are proud of their men in the service and 
the records they are making. 
Complete New Catalog in Reliable 
Protection. 
The accompanying illustration shows the 


attractive cover design of the new and 
comprehensive catalog just issued by the 
Reliable Electric Co.,of Chicago. The book 
is well illustrated and is the result of care- 
ful preparation. The 
catalog, which tells about 


Foreword of the 
Reliable pro- 
tection, reads as follows: 

“Your uninter- 


greatest need is the 


rupted use of your telephone plant. Our 


aim is to produce protective devices and 


RELIABLE 
PROTECTION 








lectric Company 


Cover of New Catalog on Protection. 


wiring specialties which will permit the 
use of the telephone without interruptions 
from lightning, without dirty carbons or 
loose connections or 
or broken 
plant is accordance with 
our interruptions to 
telephone service are seldom caused by 
lightning. 

Reliable protective devices are for the 
most part self-cleaning. 


contacts 


When a 


poor fuse 


fuse wire in fuses. 
protected in 


recommendations, 


Fuse contacts 


are generally phosphor bronze constructed 
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sc as to make permanently good contact. for reference in ordering. To the pro- No. 202 cross arm lightning arrester with 
Fuse wire is of phosphor bronze which - spective patron, we look forward to keep- capacity for ten wires and equipped witi 
opens the circuit only when blown and ing your lines in continuous service by a heavy metal cover; No. 944 protector 
the substantial construction of binding the installation of Reliable protection.” strips for use in pole houses and for pro- 


posts and soldering terminals gives free- Nearly 70 protective devices, in addi-  tecting rural and toll lines. The Reliable 

dom from loose connections. Our re- _ tion to distributing frames, cable termi- line of fuses, “Blow Rite” mica and fibre, 

fillable fuses are as accurate as new fuses nals, sleeves, fuses, and other accessories is also shown in 59 different styles. 

after they are refilled and they reduce are described and illustrated. The efforts Copies of this catalog may be obtained 

maintenance cost. of the Reliable Electric Co. to provide from the Reliable company, upon request. 
We expect to bring out new devices specialized protection for every purpose —_—_———_ 

from time to time conforming to the Re- are evidenced by the number of new pro- Paragraphs. 

liable creed of uninterrupted use of the  tectors in this current catalog. Among THE GREAT WESTERN EL ectric Co., Ltd., 

telephone plant and we will be glad to these are the No. 976 individual station of Regina, Sask., Can., has changed its 

co-operate with any operating company protector, approved by the National Board mame to the Midland Electric Co., Ltd. 

which has need for additional devices * Fire Underwriters; the No. 997B The change was made owing to the name, 

built on these principles. weather-proof protector, self-cleaning; Great Western Electric Co., Ltd., con- 
If you are a user of Reliable special- Nos. 997 A, B, C, E, H and K protectors flicting with other companies with sim- 


ties we present to you our new catalog equipped with Reliable tubular fuses; ilar names. 








OPPORTUNITIES (Continued From Page 35) 
TELEPHONE SUPPLIES FOR SALE—Three telephone ex- FOR SALE—600 second-hand North- 


. changes, totaling 741 telephones, with ern and Western Cedar Poles, 22 ft. 

WE ARE JOBBERS. Get our prices gross monthly rental income of $822.50. and 25 ft. lengths, cut down from 

on telephones, wires, pins, a. About 3,000 feet cable in use, 300 longer poles. Good condition. T. R. 
poles, cross arms, glass insulators— 9. -thern poles, 1,500 pounds of wire in HARBER, Purchasing Agent, Kansas 
gote preeriny re. a Elec. stock, and $1,500 in treasury. Invalid City Light & Power Co., Kansas City, 
upply acianapols, 18 son requiring my attention. Look up Missouri. 


location and write J. A. STICE, Alta- 








Minnesota, North Dakota, Montana, 


. oF ee ag ; > mont, Illinois. FOR SALE—Make an offer: Mag- 
_— agence ge Seg gra WANTED—Repairs for Williams-  neto metallic plant, 250 city stations; 
pore st lige aden ite’ lle nea Abbott Magneto Switchboard. Let us 450 rural stations, switched. Real 


cs : mar hear from you if you have anything to’ estate worth $6,000. Income, $7,800. 
Address 3330, care of TELEPHONY. offer. MYSTIC MUTUAL TELO. CO., Address 3383, care of TELEPHONY. 
FOR SALE—Exchange of 500 Mvystic, Iowa. 


phones. Monthly revenue, $780. Price, WANTED — Used magneto tele- FOR SALE AT A BARGAIN—Two 
$20,000. One-half down and balance on phones. Will pay good price. 300 or complete Kellogg Harmonic Ringing 
plant. Good reasons for selling. J. B. less, bridging or series. Address 3332, Machines, with cabinets. Glenn L. 
HEAD, Platte City, Mo. care of TELEPHONY. Williams, Benzonia, Mich. 











NORTHERN-WESTERN “(NAUCLE” POLES 


CEDAR POLES Plain or Butt Treated. Largest Stocks. 


A FULL ASSORTMENT OF SIZES 








PROMPT SHIPMENTS ASSURED READY FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
T. M. PARTRIDGE LUMBER COMPANY NAUGLE POLE & TIE CO. 
Lumber Exchange MINNEAPOLIS Main Office: 59 E. Madison St. CHICACO 














Duluth Log : CEDAR POLES fantwursice: 2 eres Shigmene 


ing District Yard on I. H. Belt R. R. 


| TORREY CEDAR CO., Clintonville, Wis. 











Telesihene Systeme and Audits 





CEDAR POLES EDWARD E. CLEMENT 





Northern White Cedar. Butt Treating. Smee — Attorney at Law and Electrical Engineer 
CHICAGO MINNEAPOLIS HOUSTON, PATENTS 
S.La = Plymouth Bide. ” _— Carter Bldg. Gite, Gonnditatien, Gases, Gattens 
Office: McLachien Building, 700 Tenth St., Washington, B.C. 
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NORTHERN or WESTERN NATIONAL DOUBLE TUBE CONNECTORS 





Plain or Batt Treated Made in all sizes. Write 
THE VALENTINE-CLARK COMPANY, for catalogue and prices. 
MINNEAPOLIS, miter. The National Telephone Supply Co. Cleveland, O. 











Toledo Chicago St. Maries, idahe 











